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8 Advertiſemen A 


Hough I am not F. Girard's Adyocate, 

yet ¶ have endeavoured in this Tran/la- 
tion to do the ſtrifteſt Fuſtice to his Argu- 
ment and Senſe, as well as to his Spirit and 
Stile ; ſo that if there be any Fault in either, 
it muſt be attributed to my want of Ability, 
not to Defien : If any one ſhould think he 
had Reaſon to cenſure my Performance on 
the former Account, I muſt ſubmit ; but 


as to the Watter, I am conſcious of my Im- 


fartiality, and hope that even the Jeſuit's 
moſt zealous Friends will be forged go can it. 

In a ſhort Time I ſhall publiſh the Third 
and Laſt Part of this artful Defence,-con- 
taining F. Girard's, Account, of the Springs 
and Motives of ſo fierce a Proſecution 


again 2ſt him. 
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THE 


MEMORIAL 
F. John Baptiſt Girard 


AGAINST 


Mary Catherine Cadiere. 


PAKS A I 


E have already given an Account 
of the Matter of Fact : We ſhall 
now confine ourſelves' to Father 
Girard's Vindication, and refute 
; the Chief Heads of the Accuſa- 
tion brought againſt him, in ſuch a manner, 
we hope, as to remove all the falſe Impreſſions 
| which Ly Cadiere's Memorial may have made 
upon People's Minds. 

The Crimes he is charged with are Sorcery, 
Quietiſm, Spiritual Inceſt, Procurement of 
Abortion, and Subornation of Perjury. 

As Magic is the principal Head of Accu- 
fation, and indeed the very Foundation of all 
the Crimes imputed to Father Girard, as it 
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was by means of this diabolical Art, as La 
Cadiere aſſerts, that he accompliſhed his in- 
ceſtuous Purpoſe, it ſeems reaſonable that we 
ſhould chiefly labour to overthrow that, ſeeing 
if Father Girard be not a Sorcerer, it follows 
of neceſſary Conſequence that he is not In- 
ceſt uous. 

If theſe two Crimes had not been ſo cloſely 
linked together, as they are by La Cadiere, 
we frankly own that we ſhould have thought 
our Time loſt in refuting ſuch a Charge as that 
| of Sorcery ; but ſeeing on one Side we are 
told that Father Girard was enabled ro gratify 
| his Paſſion by deviliſh Illuſions and Inchant- 
| ments, and on the other we are in Danger of 
| being charged with Stupid Incredulity, ſhould 
5 we ſeem to make the leaſt Doubt of the Ex- 
iſtence of Magic; we find ourſelves under a 
Neceſſity of entering into a particular Diſqui- 
ſition, which we would gladly have been ex- 
cuſed from. | 

Let -us therefore enquire, as briefly as we 
can, whether Father G:rard be really a Sor- 
cerer, and if the Proofs brought to ſupport 
the Charge againſt him be of any Force. 

La Cadiere, tis ſaid, had Viſions, Revela- 
tions, Extaſies, Tranſports into the Air, ſhe 
was tormented by the Devil, wrought Mira- 
cles, ſhe had the Prints of our Saviour's 
Wounds in her Feet and her Side, and the 
Mark of a Crown of Thorns round her Head. 
And theſe Viſions, Extaſies, Cc. ſay they, 
begun from the Time that her Confeſſor en- 
chanted her by breathing upon her, and her 
Pains aroſe from his perſuading her to conſent 
to the Devil's entering into her. And in this 

extra- 


SA. 
extraordinary Way did ſhe continue all the 
while ſhe was under Father Girard's Direction, 
and was never freed from it, till being put 
into the Care of Father Nicholas, Prior of 
the bare-footed Carmelites, ſhe made a general 
Confeſſion to him, and was thereupon exor- 
ciſed by him. Tis further alledged, that ſe- 
veral more of Father Girard's Penitents were 
in the ſame manner poſſeſſed by the Devil; 
and for Proof of the Reality and Truth of 
theſe Facts they adduce ſome Depoſitions ta- 
ken in the Proceedings: In conſequence where- 
of, with the Aſſiſtance of ſome Authorities 
ill- underſtood and wrong apply'd, they con- 
clude that ſeeing theſe Operations could not 
be the miraculous Effects of Divine Power, 
they muſt neceſſarily be the Works of the Devil. 

But if we agree with the Author of the 
Memorial, that all theſe Things do not come 
from God, and at the ſame time demonſtrate 
to him by unanſwerable Arguments, that they 
cannot be produced by the Devil; he will then 
be forced to own a third Cauſe, to which they 
may and mult be attributed. 

Theſe ſurprizing Facts then do not come 

from God : Agreed ; for elſe what Cauſe 
would there be for Complaint 2 Where would 
be the Sorcery, and conſequently P. Girard's 
Crime? They muſt therefore come from the 
Devil, whom this Director had breathed into 
his Penitent. For that is the Conſequence 
they draw, 

But to overthrow this ridiculous Pretence 
entirely and at once, we need only make theſe 
plain and natural Reflections, to which we beg 
the Attention of the Courr. 

| B 2 Firſt ; 
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Firſt ; It appears from the Proceedings, that 
La Caticre had Viſions before ſhe ever knew 
Father Girard, ſeeing he was ſhewn and named 
to -her long before he went to Toulon, and as 
ſoon as ſhe ſaw him, an inward Voice ſaid to 
her diſtinctly: J. hat is the Man whom I have 
appointed to conduct thee. Now, we deſire La 
Cadiere to inform us, whether thoſe Viſions | 


came from God or the Devil: If they came 


from God, to whom, pray, did God direct 
her? to a Magician, to a lewd Rake? horri- 


ble Blaſphemy! But if they came from the 


Devil, then La Cadiere correſponded with the 
Father of Lyes, before ſhe either knew or 
ſpoke to F. Girard. 

Secondly ; It is alſo proved by the Pro- 
ceedings that Ls Cadiere had natural Sores on 


her Feet and Side, which could not be cured 


by the Remedies which ſhe got applied to 
them, and which ſhe afterwards cunningly 
converted into Stigmas. 

F. Girard therefore ought not to be conſi- 
dered as the Author of La Cadiere's firſt Vi- 
ſions, nor of her Stigmas. But if ſhe had 
Viſions and Stigmas antecedent to and indc- 
pendent of F. G:rard's magical Virtue and in- 


chanting Breath, what Judgment ought any 


unprejudiced Perſon to form of her ſubſe- 
quent Viſions, Extaſies, Revelations, Tranſ- 
ports, E9c. which it is pretended were the 
Conſequences and Effects of his breathing on 
her? 

Thirdly; What was the Deſign of La Ca- 
diere's Viſions, Revelations, Ec. and to what 

did they tend ? She muſt be forced to anſuer 
this Queſtion herſelf, — her own Letters 


and 


(1 


and her Memoirs which F. Girard produced in 
Court, plainly expreſs her own Sentiments of 
this Matter ; viz, That they directed her to 

the Practice of Virtue, to give wholſome Ad- 

vice to her Neighbours, to deliver up herſelf 
for the Ranſom of Sinners, to be crucified for 

them, and by her Prayers to deliver a Veſſel 

from immediate Shipwreck. 

Now is it poſſible to ſuppoſe that theſe are 
the Works of the Devil? Vet it is affirmed ; 
this ſtrange, not to ſay impious Paradox, is 
advanced even by Chriſtians. Does the Ene- 
my of Mankind inſpire ſo warm a Zeal for 

the Salvation of Souls? Does he inflame the 
Heart with the moft fervent Charity ? 

Fourthly ; It is proved by La Cadiere's Let- 
ters to F. Girard, that he being ſtagger'd at 
the Account of the extraordinary Things which 
ſhe: pretended: had befallen her, defired ſtill 
further Confirmations, and more deciſive Proofs 
of the 'Truth of them before he could believe 
them. Now, if F. Girard had been the Cauſe 
and envenomed Spring of them, could he have 
entertained the leaſt Doubt about them ? and 
is it not natural to think that he muſt have 
had an exact and perfect Knowledge of them? 
What! ſhall the Author of ſo many Wonders 

and Prodipies ſuſpend his Judgment and require 
new Information before he will believe them.? 
This is not cafily accounted for. 

Theſe Reflections alone might ſuffice to over- 
throw the chimerical Charge of Magic, which 
has with ſo much Pains been raiſed againſt F. Wah | 
Girard, Nevertheleſs, as there is Reaſon to | 
fear ſome Advantage would be, taken of our j 
Silence, if we ſaid no more, we ſhall proceed | 
f ro 
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to demonſtrate that the Devil is not the Au- 
thor of the extraprdinary Accidents which 
happen'd to La Cadiere ; and for that End 
we ſhall run over them as ſuccinctly as poſ- 
fible. : 
La Cadiere ſays, firſt, that F. Girard breath- 
ed upon her, in conſequence of which ſhe had 
Viſions, and all the other extraordinary things 
which ſhe relates. But how do they prove 
that ſo many Prodigies ever were produced by 
one's Breath? How do they prove the neceſ- 
ſary Connection between his breathing upon 
her and the ſurprizing Effects which they pre- 
tend followed ? La Cadiere affirms it : But is 
that a ſufficient Reaſon for believing it? In a 
Charge of ſo heinous a Nature as that which 
is here brought againſt F. Girard, one would 
think they ought firſt to have made it appear 
that he really was a Sorcerer and a Magician, 
and then proved that he imploy'd his Black 
Art upon his Penitent : But whilſt they only 
endeavour to ſhew, that what La Cadiere ſuf- 
fer'd could be the Work of none but the De- 
vil, we ſhall always have a Right to 2 
againſt the Author of her Memorial, that he 
has proved, if you pleaſe, that ſhe was the 
Victim of an Evil Spirit; but not that F. 
Girard is therefore a Sorcerer or a Magician. 
For, once more, where is the Proof of his 
breathing upon his Penitent, as is alledg'd ? 
and where is the Proof of the ſpecific Virtue 
of ſuch an Action? In what nocturnal Meet- 
ings has he been ſurpriz d? What Wizards has 
he been obſerved to frequent? What Compact 
has he made with the Devil? and what were 
the Conditions of it 2 Lz Cadiere informs us 
Ko” in 


(2) 
in her Depoſition : He made this ſame Com- 
pact about forty Years ago, that is, when he 
was about ten or eleyen Years old, and the 
Conditions were ſuch, that the Devil promiſed 
F. Girard the Gift of Perſuaſion, and the Art 
of winning Hearts in the Chair of Truth, pro- 
vided that on his Part he ſhould be exact and 
faithful in delivering up to the Devil all the 
Souls he ſhould gain by the Force of Truth 
joined to the Charms of his Eloquence. In- 


deed our Grandames Nurſes lulled them to 


ſleep with ſuch Amuſements ; but their Grand- 
Children deſpiſe theſe idle Tales, and require 
ſomething more ſolid to ſatisfy their Under- 
ſtandings, which are too well inform'd to re- 
liſh ſuch Traſh. | 

And indeed, in what a new unaccountable 
Method does the Devil go'to work here? He 
conſents that thoſe Creatures, whom he in- 
tends to make his Prey, ſhould firſt be the 
Friends of God, practiſe all the Chriſtian Vir- 
tues, Mortification, Penance, fly from Temp- 
tations, and, in a Word, triumph over the 
Devil, in order at laſt to throw themſelves 
into his Arms : Can any thing be more ſhame- 
fully childiſh ? | | 

But, ſay they, Angels of Darkneſs uſually 
transform themſelves into Angels of Light, 
that they may the better ſurprize their Prey 
unawares, and more certainly accompliſh their 
miſchievpus Ends. Tis true indeed, that we 
are ſo unhappy as to ſee an Angel of. Light, 
a virtuous Man, a zealous Confeſſor, a Preacher 
triumphing over Vice, where La Cadiere's Ad- 
vacate can ſee nothing but a Devil and an 
Angel of Darkneſs. 


La 
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La Cadiere ſays, ſecondly, that F. Girard 
perſuaded her to conſent that the Devil ſhould 
enter into her, on Pretence of delivering a 
Soul out of a State of mortal Sin, and that 
as ſoon as ſhe had conſented to it, ſhe was tor- 
mented with the Devil. F. Girard did not 
perſuade La Cadiere to conſent ; but on the 
contrary, ſhe earneſtly preſs'd her Confeſſor to 
give her Leave to conſent, while he ſtrongly 
oppoſed it, and did not think ſhe had Con- 
ſtancy enough to go through ſuch a Trial as 
that of Poſſeſſion. But though it were true 
(as it evidently is not) that F. Girard did per- 
ſuade her to comply, what could be inferred 
from thence againſt him? At worſt, that he 
acted a very imprudent indiſcreet Part in ad- 
viſing a young Creature to ſubmit to a 'Trial 
ſo difficult to bear; but not that he is a Sor- 
cerer, or a Magician ; becauſe upon that Sup- 
poſition he would have labour'd to deſtroy the 
Empire of the Devil, by perſuading La Ca- 
diere to ſubmit to the ſevereſt Torments, in 
order to make Satisfaction to Divine Juſtice 
for a Soul that was in a State of mortal 
Sin. 5 i 
She fays, thirdly, that ſhe was lifted up in- 
to the Air, and that ſuch Tranſports frequent- 
ly happen'd to her. "I 
But we boldly deny that any body ever ſaw 
her carried up info the Air. *Tis in vain for 
her to proteſt that this happen'd to her in a 
Coach upon the Road; we ſhall not believe 
the Fact for all that : For where is the mighty 
Matter of touching the Roof of a Coach with 
one's Head? Does not this pretended Miracle 
frequently happen without the Devil's Help, 


to 
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to a great many, who would much rather be 
excuſed ſo rough an Experiment? 

She had, fourthly, Stigmas in her Feet and 
Side, and the Marks of a Crown of 'I horns 
upon her Head, which covered her Face with 
Blood. Do 

If it be true, as we have ſaid above, and as 
jt muſt appear from the Proceedings, that theſe 
pretended Stigmas were nothing but natural 
Sores, this Proof of the Devil's operating upon 

her falls of it ſelf. 

And as to the Marks of the Crown of Thorns, 
and the Blood which appeared upon her Face, 
we beg the Court would be pleaſed to take 
Notice that theſe pretended Miracles were 
conſtantly foretold, and happened periodically 
at the End of each Month, when it was eaſy 
for her to trim herſelf, fo as to ſurprize well- 
meaning People, who were not upon their 
Guard againſt an Impoſture. | | 

But, ſay they, if theſe Sores were natural, 
as is pretended, would they have diſappeared 
fo ſuddenly upon her being exorciſed by F. 
Nicolas, that nothing was to be ſeen imme- 
diately after but the Scars? | 

Tis from theſe very Scars, which are brought 
as a Proof that the Sores were not natural, 
and that they were cured by the Exorciſm, 
that we conclude the direct contrary. For if 
the Sores had been the Work of Satan, and 
not of a human Creature, the Exorciſm, which 
is the only Remedy in ſuch Caſes, ought not 
only to have healed them, but to have effaced 
even the leaſt Veſtige of them; unleſs you will 
ſuppoſe that F. Nicolas's Exorciſm had not ſuf- 
ficient Virtue to break the Charm entirely. 

_ 1 


(10) | 
"Tis advanced, fifthly, 'That La Cadiere 
knew the Secrets of the Heart, and penetrated 
into the inmoſt Receſſes of the Conſcience. 
For a Moment we'll grant ſhe did; tho' in 
Truth this idle Notion was the meer Effect of 


an unreaſonable Prepoſſeſſion in thoſe who 


took'd upon her as a Saint and a Propheteſs. 
With what Temerity will they dare to conclude 
from this Conceſſion, That her Knowledge 
was an Effect of Sorcery and Magic? And 
do not they know, or ought they not to know, 
that the Secrets of the Conſcience are reſerved 
to God alone, and that he only is the Searcher 
of the Heart? Beſides, as we have already 
ſaid, does Satan reprove Sin? Does he recom- 
mend Virtue? Does he bring Sinners back 
into the Way of Salvation? But ſuch were 
the Leſſons that La Cadiere gave to thoſe Per- 
ſons whoſe Secrets ſhe is ſaid to have diſco- 
vered. | 
"Tis aſſerted, ſixthly, That F. Girard be- 
lieved the Tranſportation of Bodies; for the 
Lady De Leſcot, according to La Cadiere's Me-- 
morial, teſtifies that ſhe heard the Lady De 


 Beauſſier ſay, that F. Girard told her ſo, and 


that it affected her ſo, that ſhe fell ſick two 
Days after it. | | 

But we boldly maintain, that F. Girard 
never talk'd, or thought of talking ſuch Stuff 
to Siſter Beauſſier: nay, we defy. La Cadiere's 
Advocate to find in the whole Proceedings, 
which to be ſure he has thumb'd and carefully 


. examined for this Purpoſe more than once, 


that ever Siſter Beauſſier owned what they 
have here put into her Mouth. From whence 
we may conclude, not only that F. Girard 

never 


( 31 } 
never talk'd after this manner, but beſides, 
that ſuch Evidence as the Lady De Leſcot's 
deſerves no Credit upon any other Point. 

They E That La Cadiere 
„ſpoke Latin, a Language unknown to her, and 
writhed her Body into ſuch diſtorted Poſtures, 
and made ſuch wry Faces, as frightened all the 
By-ſtanders; to which they add, that ſeveral 
more of F. Girard's Penitents were exactly in 
the ſame State of Poſſeſſion. 

If the ſpeaking a few Latin Words, which 
moſt Books of Devotion explain in our own 
Tongue, were a ſufficient Indication of being 
poſſeſſed by the Devil ; if it were enough to 
have one's Body conyulſed, and one's Limbs 
ſtiff and motionleſs, how many People might 
eaſily paſs for Sorcerers? 

But the better to perceive the ridiculous 
Weakneſs of this Proof of Magic, do but take 
the Pains to recolle& for a moment the Cir- 
cumſtances of the particular Facts here urged. 

We ſhall take Notice only of the public 
Scene which La Cadiere acted at Toulon on the 
16th and 17th of November laſt, upon her 
Return from the Country ; one would think, 
that the Devil, who had not troubled her for 
fix Weeks, had left her only with a Deſign to 
{eize her again in Town, where he might 
have a greater Number of Spectators to ſce 
his Feats of Activity. Accordingly, no ſooner 
had ſhe begun her Scuffle with the Evil Spirit, 
but F. Nicolas runs thither in an inſtant, and 
like a prudent and active General, appears 
every where, he bawls, he buſtles abour, he 
takes the Devil to task, talks Latin to him, and 
the Devil anſwers him, he changes his Phraſe, 

C 2 and 
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and the Devil is track dumb; but F. Nicolas 
anſwers for him, he interprets his - Silence, 
makes ſome Reflections upon it, hints others, 
and with his Geſtures and his Voice aſſiſts the 
young Prieſt Cadiere, who being yet a Novice 
and in a trembling Fright, exorciſes without 
Authority. At laſt, when La Cadiere had 
gone thro' the ſeveral Contorſions and Gri- 
maces, which fo plainly, proved the Operation 
of the Devil ; when the Miniſters of the Pa- 
Tiſh, called for the Purpoſe, refuſed to exorciſe 
her ; when the Surgeons adviſed Cupping, 
and ſome honeſt ſenſible Citizens recommended 
a good Horſe-whip, the Devil thought it high 
time to walk off, came back no more, and for 
above theſe fix Months has never + 2800 to 
ſhew. himſelf. 

It muſt be owned, that this ſame Devil was 
of a very ſingular kind ; the reſt will hardly 
yield to Prayer, Faſting, Mortification, and 
the lawful Authority of the Church ; but this 
here, is ſo new, ſo ſimple, or rather ſo 
good-natured a Devil, that he flies at once, 
and for ever, at the very firſt Word of Com- 
mand, even from thoſe who have no Autho- 
rity to command him: 

Such was the Hiſtory, and ſuch the End of 
La Cadiere's Devil: He was generated, 
brought up, and maintained by F. Girard's 
Breath ; but was utterly ruined and demo- 
liſhed by a Virtue peculiar to F. Nicolas the 


barefooted Carmelite, tho he was interdicted, 


and fo bad no lawful Authority over him. 
This Victory was ſo much the more certain, 


that it was followed by a like Triumph over 


L Allemande s and La Batarelle's Devils, and 


if 
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if his Zeal did not extend to all F. Girard's 
Penitents, who he affirmed ſtood equally in 
Need of his Aſſiſtance, twas becauſe they had 
not the generous Docility to own themſelves 
poſſeſſed. 
But perhaps we have enlarged too much 
upon a Subject which we promiſed to abridge. 
We ſhall therefore conclude with obſerving in 
two Words, that fince the Devil cannot be 
thought the Author of the extracrdinary 
Events that have happened to La Cadiere, we 
muſt neceſſarily attribute them to a more natu- 
ral and more ſimple Cauſe. But what may 
that Cauſe be? That, without doubt, appears 
ſo plain by this time, that we ar&\perſuaded 
no body can be miſtaken in it. 4 

In ſhort, the Devil abhors the Croſs ; but 
La Cadiere's Devil makes one deſcend from 
Heaven, and procures it to be brought her even 
by Angels his moſt deadly Enemies: The De- 
vil corrupts the Principles of all our Actions, 
and perverts the Conſcience ; but this one 
ſearches it in order to purify it and free it 
from Sin : 'The Devil by 'Temptations and 
Stratagems inſpires Evil, and ſeduces us to the 
Practice of it; but this by wiſe and wholeſome 
Counſels recommends Virtue, and engages us 
to embrace it. What new Species of a Devil, 
till now unheard-of, is La Cadiere's > Or 
if you will needs have it that there is ſome 
Magic and Sorcery in the Affair, let us charge 
none with it but La Cadiere only, fince ſhe 
had the Art to faſcinate F. Girard's Eyes, and 
bewitch his Mind to ſuch a Degree, that he 
never perceived her Impoſtures and Wicked- 


neſs till it was too late, | | 
| F. Gi- 


( 14 ) 

F. Girard is not only a Sorcerer, but a 
Quietiſt too. It looks ridiculous, at firſt Sight, 
to bring this ſecond Charge againſt him after 
having accuſed him of the firſt. For is it rea- 
ſonable to impute the Opinions of any parti- 
cular Hereſy to an impious Miſcreant, who 
renouncing his God and his Religion has made 
a Compact with the Devil? Would a Man of 
ſuch a Character be fond of a particular Error, 
rather than any other, and would he be at 
"Pains to inſinuate it? Such an one might 
as well be accuſed of being an Arian, a Mono- 
thelite, a Pelagian, &c. as of being a Quietiſt- 
For he would be all thefe, or rather none of 
theſe, ſeeing he would believe nothing. Be- 
ſides, would not Magic ſufficiently enable him 
to accompliſh all the deteſtable Deſigns a Sor- 
cerer could form? Does he pretend to gain 
his Ends by the Force of Perſuaſion > Will he 
give himſelf the 'Trouble of making ſtudied 
and artful Harangues to thoſe whom he would 
debauch? No, Faſcination and Enchantment 
are his Catholicon, his univerſal never-failing 
| Method; and he gave himſelf to the Devil for 

no other End but that he 2 ſucceed readily 
and effectually in all his Deſigns. 

But La Cadiere and her Accomplices had 
their Views in ſuch an Accuſation. They were 
very ſenſible they could not blacken F. Girard 
by the ſingle Charge ot Sorcery, which would 
make but a flight Impreſſion upon moſt Peo- 
ple; and therefore they artfully tack'd/ Hereſy 
to Impiety, that from both rde they 
might infer his Guilt of another Crime; 
hoping that if a certain Court ſhould not prove 
weak enough to be caught with the ridiculous 

Charge 
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Charge of Magic, it might at leaſt be ſurprized 
by the more natural and more ſpecious Accu- 
ſation of Quietiſm-—__ AN 
This Hereſy is of two Sorts. 'There is a 
Quietiſm which is purely ſpiritual, and another 
entirely groſs and ſenſual, We chuſe not to 
examine diſtinctly wherein each of them con- 
ſiſts: There is but one Pen which is accuſtom'd 
to rake into the filthieſt Ordure, and dares to 
explain at length ſuch Errors as ought to be 
concealed from all the World : We ſhall con- 
tent ourſelves with inquiring into the Fact. 
F. Girard is here charged with Principles of 
the firſt ſort of Quietiſm ; and upon that 
Foundation they build his PraQtice of the ſe- 
cond. | 
But what Ground is there for ſuch a weighty 
Objection againſt a Prieſt, a Regular Prieſt ? 
If Providence directed any Souls to F. Girard 
that they might by him be conducted to Vir- 
tue, the conſtant Practice of his Direction has 
always been to excite them to Prayer, Morti- 
fication, Humility, Obedience, the Exerciſe 
of good Works, to renounce their own Incli- 
nations, and follow only the Will of God, and 
to unite themſelves more cloſely to Him by 
collecting and fixing their Minds and their 
Affections upou him: 'This we ſuppoſe muſt 
have reſulted from the Proceedings in which 
his Penitents were ſummoned to give Evidence 
concerning the Facts falſly imputed to him. 
But, ſays the Memorial, Quietiſm is an 
Error, which under the Pretence of an imme- 
diate and intimate Union with God, places 
the higheſt Perfection of the Soul in a paſſive 
and indolent Contemplation, conſiders the 
5 Exc reiſe 
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Exerciſe of the Chriſtian Virtues and vocal 
Prayer, not only as needleſs, but further as 
Imperfections and Obſtacles to the Operation 
of the Divine Spirit. Now, add they, F. Gi- 
rard is convicted of having taught his Peni- 
tents theſe pernicious Maxims; firſt by the 
Depoſitions of ſeveral Witneſſes, and next b 
his own Letter to La Cadiere of July al 
wherein are theſe Words; Forget yourſelf and 
be entirely paſſive ; 2 two Expreſſions imply 
the ſublime Diſpoſitiam: Which Words, ſay 
they, contain the Eſſence and the Praiſe of 

uietiſm. | 

As to the Depoſitions, that of Mr. Giraud, 
the Rector, conſiſts only of ſome Converſa- 
tions which he had with La Reboul and La 
Laugier, in which he ſuppoſes that theſe two 
young Women being examined about the 


State of their Souls, frankly owned that for a 


long time they had not made uſe of vocal 
Prayer, the Office of the Bleſſed Virgin, their 
Roſaries, nor read the Goſpel. However, 


both of them have given Evidence, and it is 


to be preſumed that their Nepoſitions plainly 
prove the contrary ro theſe Facts, becauſe La 
Cadiere, who appears ſo mighty well verſed in 
the Proceedings, does not adduce the Contents 
of their Depoſitions, at the ſame time that ſhe. 
is ſo partial to herſelf as to produce Mr. Gi- 
raud's, which is of no Weight further than it 
is agreeable to theirs. | 

It is moreover of Conſequence to take No- 


tice of what F. Girard obſerved upon the read- 


ing of that Gentleman's Depoſition ; viz. that 
when he knew he was to make Oath, and be- 
fore he did it, he went about hunting after 

Proof 


1 


Proofs of this pretended Quietiſm as Materials 
for his Depoſition; and that for this Purpoſe 


he artfully interrogated no leſs than four of 


F. Girard's Penitents, La Laugier, La Reboul, 
La Gravier, and L'Allemande. And is it ſur- 
prizing that ſuch ſimple ignorant Creatures, 
put, as it were, upon the Rack by an inge- 
nious Man, and tortured with a Chain of am- 
biguous and captious Queries, ſhould in their 
honeſt undeſigning Anſwers make ſome little 
Miſtakes concerning an Affair of ſo delicate a 
Nature, and where Error ſo nearly reſembles 
Truth, that it has proved a Stumbling-block 
to Divines of the greateſt Learning and San- 
Ctity? And would it not be very ſurprizing 
indeed, if F. Girard ſhould be made anſwer- 
able for what they ſaid, and if what a Logi- 
cian may have extorted from them by Force of 
Argument ſhould be imputed to this Conſeſſor 
as his Sentiments and the Principles of his Con- 
duct towards his Penitents ? 

The ſame Concluſion ought to be drawn 
from the Depoſition of M. Gandalbert, the 


other Rector, when he was confronted with 


the Abbe Cadiere, in which he declares, that 
the Widow L' Allemande owned to him that 
when ſhe was under the Direction of F. Girard 
ſhe not only did not uſe any vocal Prayer, but 


' was moreover uncapable of it. For tho' it is 
pretended that ſhe depoled, that finding her- 


ſelf uncapable of praying, and having commu- 
nicated her Caſe to F. Girard, he told ber, 
that ſbe ſuculd keep herſelf wgiFed to God ; for 
that one Glance of an Eye towards Pim might by 
his Grace remove all Drineſs and Barrenefs : 
Yet we are convinced that this W cman cannot 

: D have 
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have depoſed as above, becauſe in this very 
Depoſition, which F. Girard heard when they 
were confronted together, ſhe ſaid that he had 
always exhorted her to do her utmoſt to over- 
come the Difficulty ſhe found in praying. 

The Depoſition of the Lady Aubert, Supe- 
riour of the Monaſtry of St. Clare at Ollioules, 
wherein ſhe ſays that La Cadiere could not 
comply with the Exerciſes of the Society, never 
attended the Prayers at Church, or practiſed 
any kind of Mortification, is invalidated by 
herielf, For 1. She attributes all the extra- 
ordinary 'Things that happened in the Con- 
vent to Sorcery and Magic + What Weak- 
neſs! 2. She ſays that ſhe never ſaw La Ca- 
diere at Church, and that made her ſuſpect 
that ſhe was not in the higheſt Perfection: 
What Reaſoning! Ought ſhe not to have 
ſaid, that it made her conclude without He- 
ſitation that La Cadiere had no Piety, and was 
no better than a Hypocrite? 3. Did not 
ſhe write to F. Girard on the 2gth of Func, 
that La Cadiere was in Agony; that nevertheleſs 
ſhe forbore none of the Exerciſes of the Society; 
and that this was the Effect of thoſe Graces 
wherewith our Lord favoured her. What a Con- 
tradictiꝭn to her Depoſition! 4. How could 
the Lady Aubert ſee a Candidate for the Order, 
as La Cadicre was, neglect Prayers, perform 
no Ads of Mortification, without ſuſpecting 
her Call, and without informing her Director 
and her Relations of it? None of which ſhe 
did. What Negligence ! 5. How comes ſhe 
to be the only one of fo numerous a Society 
that obſerved theſe Things? How happens 
it, that none of the other Nuns of the {ame 

| Convent, 
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Convent, and eſpecially the Miſtreſs of the 


Novices, whoſe particular Province it is to 


direct in ſuch Things, ſhould never take any 


Notice of them? 6. How comes it to pats, 
that, on the contrary, this ſame Miſtreſs of 
the Novices, in the Memoirs which ſhe ſent 
to F. Girard, and which are inſerted in the 
Proceedings, repreſents La Cadiere, who, ac- 
cording to the Superiour, never prayed at all, 
As another Seraph, who with the Raptures and 
Fervency of ber Prayers, and with the Ejacu- 
lations which ſhe threw- out even with a loud 
Viice, ravifhed and inſpired the whole Society. 
For if it had not been ſo, would the Abbeſs 
have allowed La Cadiere the Communion every 
Day? Would the whole Convent of St. Clare 
have expreſſed ſuch an earneſt Deſire for her 
ſtaying among them, and ſo much Fear of 
loſing her? Their Deſires and their Fears are 
ſtrongly repreſented in the Memoirs juſt men- 
tioned. 

The laſt Depoſition, which is that of La 
Batarelle, cannot amount to any degree of 
Proof. She has made herſelf famous by tlie 
Extravagance of her Conduct at La Cadiere's 
Country-Houſe; where ſhe pretended to be 
poſſeſſed, or believed ſhe was, and that F. N;- 
colas delivered her from the Devil by his Ex- 
orciſms. F. Girard has long known her Cha- 
racter, and the Weakneſs of her Head. 

However, it is Fact, notwithſtanding all 
that ſhe advances in her Depoſition, that ſhe 
has been ſeen at Prayers in a great many Places, 
and particularly in tha Chapel of the Third 
Order of G ſhe and La Ca- 
diere roared out the Litanies and the Hymns, 
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and regularly ſung the Veſpers of the Bleſſed 
Virgin. Befides, ſhe owns in her Depoſi- 
tion, that F. Girard always recommended 
to her vocal Prayer and the Exerciſe of good 
Works. 

As to F. Girard's Letter of July 22, it con- 
rains nothing leſs than the Errors of Quietiſm. 
God be praiſed, ſays he, I render a thouſand 
Thanks to our Lord for the Continuance of his 
Mercies. The Quietiſt returns no Thanks, 
makes no Ejaculations; that would be diſturb- 
ing his Quiet; intellectually united to God, 
he never acts, but continues abſolutely paſſive. 
I waut further Aſſurance *, adds he, you ſvall 
rot be the Victim. This Expreſſion is an An- 
ſwer to La Cadiere's Letter to him of that very 
Day, wherein ſhe tells him, that God had 
ſhewed her by the Pains ſne endured, that he 


did not call her to that Monaſtry, and that 
for Proof that ſuch was his Pleaſure, he would 


inflict new Torments upon her: the prudent 
Director miſtruſted this Diſcourſe; he ſuſ- 
pected it might be the Effect of his Penitent's 
Inconſtancy, and requires freſh Aſſurances that 
it was not. Now a Quietiſt troubles himſelf 
with no Scruples, is not to be moved out of his 
Indifference ; and without thinking on what is 
paſt, preſent, or to come, calmly ſubmits to 


every Event. I will remember him (the Fa- 
ther Cuardian) for it in my Prayers to Cod, 


ſays F. Girard, do not you on your Part forget my 
Patient, my Siſter, andthe other Perſons whom 
I recommended to you. Does a Quietiſt deſire 


—— 
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one to pray for another? He never prays even 
for himſelf, he is not at all concerned for his 
own Salvation, much leſs for that of others ; 
he would then have ſome Intereſt to mind, bur 
all is equal to him. In this Letter F. Girard 
on the contrary recommends himſelf, recom- 
mends the Sick, and all the other Perſons for 
whom he had any Friendſhip, to the Prayers 
of his Penitent. Always begin, ſays he, your 
Days of Abſtinence with eating Maigre. This 
wholſome Advice he gave in anſwer to what 
La Cadiere had ſignified to him, that her Sto- 
mach could by no means bear a maigre Diet, 
and that the Averſion ſhe had to it came un- 
doubtedly from God, who thereby intended 
to ſhew her that ſhe was not called to that Mo- 
naſtry, the Rules of which obliged her to eat 
no Meat all the Year round; but could ſuch 
an Order as F. Girard here gives his Penitent 
come out of the Mouth of a Quietiſt? Does 
a Quietiſt recommend Mortification ? Does he 
ſo much as on the Commands? Not at all; 
he believes himſelf freed from the heavy Yoke 
of the Law, and in his own Opinion has a 
Right to make uſe of all his Libertv ; to him 
every thing is good. Ve ſhall ſee the holy Mill 
of our Maſter, ſays the Letter. Does one ever 
find ſuch a ſcrupulous Care in a Quietiſt? 
Does he ever think of conſulting God ? Does 
he apply himſelf to enquire into, to know, 
or to execute his Will? No, to be jure; 
for that would be a reflex Act of the Mind, 
which is prohibited him, nay, impoſſible for 
him to perform, if he were arrived at Per- 
fection. 


Bu: 
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But the poiſonous Error, will La Cadiere 
and her Brothers ſay, does not lie in theſe 
Words, but in thoſe already quoted from the 
ſame Letter, viz. Forget yourſelf and be en- 
tirely paſſive. How! can this Letter teach 
Quieeiſm in one Part of it, and overthrow it 

in another ? Is that poſſible ? Is it not well 
known, on one hand, that a Quietiſt muſt not 
diſſemble, eſpecially in a private Letter? And 
on the other, is any body ignorant that his 
Principles are all of a piece, and that he 
mult of neceſſity talk uniformly and conſiſt- 
ently ? : 

But how can a malicious Conſtruction be 
put upon an Expreſſion which implies nothing 
more than a Sacrifice of our own Will, in Sub- 
miſſion to the ſovereign Will of God, and in 
order to comply with it as far as it is known | 
to us? Is not this the Senſe of that divine 
Book, The Imitation of Jeſus Chriſt, Book 3. 
Chap. 37. My. Son, deny thy ſelf entirely, and 
Iwill be wholly thine. How many Times, and 
in gow many Things muſt I renounce myſelf 9 At 
all Times, and in all Things ; for I deſire to ſee 
thee firipp'd of all. —— T repeat it once more; 
deny thy felf entirely, throw thy ſelf into my 
Arms; give thy All for my All. --— Let the 
only Fad of all thy Defires, all thy Prayers and 
Labours be to diveſt thy ſelf of all Property, &c. 
And the fame Expreſſion may be found in all 
Books of true Devotion. ' 

Ls Cadicre, in her Letters of July 21 and 
22, expreſſes ſome Uncertainty concerning her 
Vocation to the Convent, unzaſy Reflections 
on what paſſes about her, Difficulties about her 
Diet, 4 continual Repetition of what ſhe ſuf- 

| fers, 
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ſers, and Fears ſtill greater of what ſhe might 
afterwards ſuffer. Upon which F. Girard an- 
ſwers, Forget yourſelf : Baniſh all Reflections 
abour yourſelf, do not conſider yourſelf ; aban- 
 don\yourſelf ; renounce yourſelf ; loſe every 
'Thonght of yourſelf, if poſſible : Be entirely 
paſſive ; ler God alone to compleat his Work ; 
do not hinder him; do not reſiſt him; keep 
yourſelf in a Dependance upon his Grace, and 
in Subjection to his Spirit; be fatisfied with 
what he does, what he deſires, what he gives; 
refuſe him nothing, but in every thing fol- 
low his good Pleaſure as ſoon as it is revealed 
to you. Now, do not all the ſpiritual Fathers 
talk in this manner? and does the inſpiring of 
ſuch Sentiments infuſe Hereſy into the Peni- 
tent's Mind? | 
And in what Senſe did even La Cadiere's Bro- 
thers take this Paſſage? Did they conſider it 
as implying the Errors of Quietiſm, when in 
the Letter which they compoſed for their Siſ- 
ter, in anſwer to that of 7uly 22, they made 
her ſay, I bleſs the Lord for your great Courage 
in exhorting me more and more to Perſeverance ; 
be aſſured I will exattly fulfil your Orders. Is 
not this as much as to ſay, that ſhe would 
forget herſelf and comply with the Will of 
God, that ſhe would do her utmoſt to be con- 
tent with a maigre Diet, that ſhe would make 
freſh Trial of her Vocation, and neglect none 
of the Advices given her 2 With what Impu- 
dence then can they now put an ill Conſtruc- 
tion upon Words which at that time they 
adopted, and conſider'd as very wholſome 
Counſel? The Letter has not alter'd its Na- 
ture, 


ture, and ought to mean no more now than 


it did before. 
10 all theſe Proofs of the Purity of F. Gi- 


+ ©xard's Doctrine, let us add a few Reflections. 


For theſe twenty Years he has been a Preacher, 
a Director, a Confeſſor; and have any Ob- 
jections ever been made to his Doctrine? He 
has ſpoke in the Pulpit and the Confeſſional to 
many thouſands of People, for ſeveral Years 
together, during his Reſidence at Aix only: 

If among all that Multitude there be a ſingle 
Soul that ever learn'd but a ſuſpicious Leſſon 
from him, let him declare it aloud and con- 


found him. 


And on the contrary, amongſt all thoſe 
who have laid open their Hearts and their 
Conſciences to him, is there one who has not 
been edified by his Diſcourſes, or moved by 
his Rebukes ? one who has not exerciſed good 
Works, Faſting, Mortification, and all the 
other Chriſtian Virtues? Nay, give us Leave 
to ſay it, one who has not alter'd his Morals 
and bis Courſe of Life? Such is the Aſſurance 
which is founded on the Teſtimony of a good 
Conſcience. F. Girard is not afraid to appeal 
for an Anſwer even to La Cadierc's own Ad- 
vocate ; and he charges him to declare before 
God, if during the Time that he was under 
his Direction, he ever perceived any thing 
in his Words, "that did not favour of the Ho- 
lineſs of his Profeſſt ion, a perfect Submiſſion 
to all the Deciſions of the Church, the Purity 
of the ſoundeſt Morals, and an exact Obſer- 
vance of the facred Laws of the Goſpel. 


W hat then did this Reverend Father firſt 
embrace 


4 (25) 
embrace Quietiſm upon his coming to Toulon? 


or did he turn Fanatic and Libertine at the 
Age of fifty? No, no, thoſe who are diſpo- 


ſed to ſuch a fatal Turn of Mind, begin much 
earlier to ſhew it, and do not ſtay till that 


Seaſon of Life in which the Paſſions grow lan- 
guid and dye. 

"Tis therefore deſtroying Realities and ſub- 
ſtituting vain Phantoms in their Stead, to form 
ſuch a heavy. Charge merely upon the ambi- 
guous Depoſitions of two or three filly Wo- 
men, who having their Heads filled with ex- 
travagant Ideas, were directed in them rather 
by their own Fancy and Imagination, than by 
the Truth, to which alone they owed their 
Teſtimony. Beſides, is not the World full of 


ſuch Devotees, who having by their own 
Choice overburthened themſelves with oral 


Prayers, ſo as to be quite oppreſſed with the 
Load, afterwards throw them out precipitant- 
ly, and think they have done a mighty thing 
when they have got through them all, no mat- 
ter how, or who finding in themſelves an Aver- 
ſion to any ſpiritual Exerciſes, . immediately 
come bawling in their Confeſſor's Ears that 
they are all undone, that they are incapable 
of Praying, that they are forſaken of God ? 
Now, if F. Girard adviſed the former Sort to 
omit certain Prayers of mere Supererogation, 
that they might have a little ſpare Time for thoſe 
of the Church, to learn to know themſelves, 
to purify their Hearts and diſengage them 
from the World and themſelves, and to ad- 
vance in the Love of God ; did he herein do 
any more than obſerve a.conſtant Maxim and 


Rule of Conduct preſcribed by all the ſpiritual 
E Fathers ? 
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Fathers? And whatever may be pretended by 
the Author of the Memorial, who knows no- 
thing at all of the Matter, is not ſuch an Ad- 
vice as far from Quietiſm as Light is from 
Darkneſs? As to the Devotees of the ſecond 
Sort, if any of F. Girard's Penitents have at 
certain Times found greater Difficulty than 
ordinary in applying themſelves to Prayer, 
ſeeing God does not communicate the Influ- 
ences of his Spirit equally at all Times, and 

often tries even the moſt ſanctified Souls ini 
this Manner, can the Blame of this, with any 
Juſtice, or ſo much as a Shadow of Probabi- 
| lity, be laid upon the Father? eſpecially by 
thoſe who recollect, what muſt have been proved 
by the Proceedings, that he always argued 
with ſuch Perſons againſt their Averſion to 
this Duty, the Practice whereof he conſtantly 
recommended to them in a particular Manner. 
Let us conclude then, that as the Accuſa- 
tion of Sorcery is a ridiculous Whim which no 
body will believe, ſo that of Quietiſm is a 
manifeſt Falſhood and a groſs Calumny ; ſee- 
ing it is contradicted by the Defendant's Writ- 
ings, Diſcourſes, and his whole Conduct, and 
belied by the very Evidence adduced to prove 
it. | 
If F. Girard had been accuſed of nothing 
but Sorcery, if the Slanders with which they 
have endeavoured to blacken his Character, 
had only tended to make him paſs for a pro- 
found Adept in he Art of Magic ; we may 
ſafely affirm, that how great ſoever the Crime 
may be in itſelf, he needed not have taken 
any Pains to vindicate himſelf either to this 
Court or to the Public : For this only ny” 
| f that 
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BL 
that few are inclined to believe a Man's Breath 
capable of working ſo many Miracles. 

It was not therefore enough for thoſe who 
had formed the Deſign of ruining F. Girard, 
to adyance that he was a Sorcerer ; unleſs they 
would run the Riſque of being believed by no 
body: it was neceſſary to add to the Charge 
ſuch Crimes as might proceed rather from hu- 
man Weakneſs than the Wiles of the Devil, 
becauſe thoſe whom they wanted to perſuade 
into a Belief of them, were Men themſelves. 
By this Means they gained two important 
Points; they in ſome meaſure accounted for 
F. Girard's Sorcery ; for one would not be a 
Sorcerer for nothing, and only to play Tricks 
without reaping any Advantage from them; 


and at the ſame time they ſaved the Honour 


of a Girl wha was to maintain ſteadily, as in- 


deed ſhe does, that ſhe always kept her Heart 
and her Mind perfectly chaſte, even in the 


Midſt of the greateſt Liberties which ſhe 
accuſes her Confeſſor of having taken with 

her. | 
Now let us ſee if, notwithſtanding the Ad- 
vantage which La Cadiere may draw to her 
Cauſe from the Corruption of Man's Heart, 
ſhe will be more ſucceſsful in proving the 
Crimes of Inceſt and Procurement of Abor- 
tion, than ſhe has been in convicting us of 
Sorcery. In her Memorial ſhe founds her firſt 
Proof df ſo heinous a Charge upon the Mo- 
rals of the Jeſuits in general, which, tis ſaid, 
allows all and every Sin of Uncleanneſs. Bur 
thoſe who know the Jeſuits will diſpenſe with 
our refuting this Point; and thoſe who do not 
know them, if they are equitable and impar- 
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tial Judges, will perhaps be willing to know 
them, before they give Credit to the Author _ 
of the Memorial ; and ye flatter ourſelves that 
a a proper Inquiry will raiſe their Indignation at 
Jo baſe a Calumny. We ſhall therefore ſay no 
more of this, but go qn to the other Proofs, 
which may be Ll to four. 

1. F. Girard's keeping Company with his 
Penitent. 2 I 
2. The Precaution he frequently uſed of. 
locking himſelf up with her in her Chamber. 

1 3. The criminal Liberties he took with 
er. | - 
. 'The paſſionate Letters he wrote to her. 

We ſhall make particular Anſwers to each of 
theſe Praofs, or Preſumptions, and we hope 
to do it in ſuch a Manner as to give compleat 
Satisfaction. But firſt of all we beg Leave to 
demonſtrate by a few Reflections the Falfity 
of this Accuſation, and at the ſame time to 
ſhew the Impoſlibility of it, according to the 
Account given of it by La Cadiere's Adyo- 
cate. 

And indeed if there be nothing real in Sor- 

5 cery, if F. Girard's breathing upon La Cadiere 
be only a chimerical Fancy, if he be not a Sor- 
cerer, as has been demonſtrated, the Conſe- 
quence that muſt 2 follow is, that he 
3s not Inceſtuons, becauſe theſe two Crimes 
are united, and the one made to depend upon 
the other, ſo that they cannot be ſeparated, 
and that the Non-exiſtence of the one neceſ- 
ſarily infers the Non-exiſtence of the other. 

For ſeeing, as La Cadiere pretends, ſhe con- 
ftantly maintained the molt perfect Innocence 
and Purity, the leaſt criminal Idea could not have 

been 
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been preſented to her, but ſhe would inſtantly 
have been ſhocked; and conſequently ſhe would 
infallibly have forſaken a Confeſſor, who ſhould 
have attempted more than once to ſatisfy his 
infamous Deſires ; unleſs, as ſhe accounts for 
it, he had taken Advantage of thoſe Moments, 
when an entire Loſs of all her Senſes, ren- 
dered ker incapable of knowing what Liber- 
ties he uſed with her. 1 
This is Lg Cadiere's Account of the Mat- 
ter; and this ſhe inſiſts upon in her Memorial. 
Set aſide Sorcery, ſet aſide the Breathing up- 
on her, ſet aſide this Privation of Senſe, re- 
ſtore her to her natural State, and it is not 
oſſible to conceive how a Girl that talked of 
nothing but God, wrote of nothing but God, 
was almoſt always in Extaſies and Raptures 
with God, who in her Memoir of Lex, in all 
her Letters, appeared ready to ſacrifice her- 
ſelf a thouſand Times rather than offend God ; 
it is not poſſible to conceive how ſhe ſhould 
coolly and deliberately, in the full Exerciſe of 
her Reaſon and Senſes, wittingly and willingly 
abandon herſelf to ſuch an abominable Act 
with a Prieſt, a Regular Prieſt, and her Con- 
feſſor too: No, it cannot be; ſhe never could 
— but when ſhe was not her- 
ſelf. 


ant it for once : But what is the 
Conſeqyence of this Suppoſition > Why, that 
F. Girqud muſt neceſſarily be a Magician; with- 
out that, La Cadiere's Story falls to bieces, and 

cannot be ſupported 
But we have proved, in a nber which 
ſeems unanſwerable, that F. Girard never prac- 
tiſed £0:rcery ; that his pretended breathing 
' upon 
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upon her is an idle Whim; her Poſſeſſion a 


Chimera: we muſt therefore conclude that 


the accuſing him of this Crime is the blackeſt 
of all Calumnies, not only becauſe the Crime 
could not be committed without Sorcery, but 
alio becauſe La Cadiere being once convicted 
of having falſly charged F. Girard with ſo 
great an Impiety as Magic, there can be no 
Ealumny of which ſhe is not capable, nor any 
Crime which ſhe may not impute to him; and 
conſequently, that ſhe ought neither to be 
heard nor bclieved in any thing that relates to 
her Confeſſor. 


But let us for a moment realize this Phan- 


tome of Sorcery, and let us ſuppoſe that by 
Means of ſome very occult Quality, the Fa- 
ther's breathing upon La Cadiere actually did 
put her out of her Senſes, and deprive her 
of all Knowledge. Upon this chimerical Sup- 
poſition we ask her, Whether or no when ſhe 
came to herſelf out of this Diabolical ſort of 
Extaſy, ſhe called to mind what had paſſed in 
it? If ſhedid, how could ſhe continue ſuch an 
unclean Commerce, and yet keep her Inno- 
cence unſpotted, as ſhe pretends? And if ſhe 
did not, how came ſhe afterwards to the Know- 
ledge of it? Did ſhe owe it to F. Nicolas's 
Exorciſm > But 'tis certain Fact, and acknow- 


ledged by herſelf, that ſhe made a general and 
a particular Confeſſion to F. Nicolas of all the 


Circumſtances of her deplorable Condition, 
before ever he exorciſed her, and conſequently 


that it was not the Virtue of the Exorciſm 
that brought them to her Mind; beſides that 


an Exorciſm cannot make one remember what 


he never knew. 
FR And 
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And yet, if you will liſten to La Cadiere's 
Declaration before the Great Vicar of Toulon, 
a Piece ſtuffed with baſe and obſcene Scandal, 
ſhe will give you a frightful Detail of a thou- 
ſand Circumſtances that attended F. Girard's 
Guilt ; and yet, ſhe ſays ſhe was not herſelf; 
whence we may conclude that ſhe could not 
remember them, and conſequently that there 
is juſt as much Truth in her Charge of Inceſt 
as in that of Sorcery, and that they are both 
meer Inventions of Malice and the baſeſt Ca- 
lumny. 
Can one deſire a more deciſive and convinc- 
ing Proof of this, than that which La Cadiere 
herſelf has furniſhed in the Declaration which 
we juſt now mentioned, and which has been 
made public, tho' ſhe durſt not inſert it in her 
Memorial, becauſe of the Abſurdities and 
Contradictions which it contains? Let us ex- 
mine in what Manner ſhe there ſpeaks of the 
Crime in queſtion. We beg Pardon for enter- 
ing into ſuch an Enquiry; we would gladly 
have avoided it, but Neceſſity forces us to 
quote ſome Paſſages of that infamous Piece, 
La Cadiere then aſſures ns, that her Confeſſor 
ordered ber to get upon the Bed, ſaying, that ſhe 
did not deſerve ſuch a Bed, but the Scaffold ſhe 
bad ſeen at Aix, where ſhe had been not long 
before, and that after a great deal of Prepara- 
tion he then conſummated his Paſſion, which 
gave her the moſt piercing Pains, having never 
known till then how ſuch Things were done. 
Now here we have a Date aſſigned by La 
Cadiere herſelf, which deſtroys every thing 
ſhe advances, either in this Part of her Decla- 
ration, or afterwards. For it is proved by the 
3 Letter 
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Letter which ſhe ſent F. Girard from Aix, and 
which will be ſubjoined to this Memorial, that 
ſhe was in that City May 19. 1730. and ſhe 
returned from it the 23d. But as ſhe never 
was at Aix but that once, it could be only 
after her Return from that Journey that F. 
_ Girard firſt debauched her, ſeeing till that Time 
ſhe never knew in what Manner ſuch Things 
were done. And yet ſhe goes on to ſay in the 
fame Memorial, that after this Action ſhe had 
Reaſon to ſuſpect berſelf with Child, and that 
F. Girard, who was equally uneaſy at ſuch a 
Suſpicion, brought ber for eight Days ſucceſſivel 
a reddiſh Petion, which made her . 
miſcarry. Now the Falſity of all theſe Parti- 
culars is immediately diſcovered by reflecting, 
that between her Return from Aix on May 23. 
and the Day ſhe enter'd the Monaſtery of St. 
Clare at Ollioules on Fune 6. thereafter, there 
intervened no more than ten Days, in which 
ſmall Space there could neither be any Reaſon 
to ſuſpect her Pregnancy, nor Time to pro- 
cure Abortion, nor for any one of the Facts 
which ſhe has crouded into it to fix Guilt upon 
F. Girard. This ſingle Reflexion with which. 
La Cadiere herſelf has furniſhed us, unwillingly 
and undeſignedly to be ſure, might ſuffice, 
one would think, at once to diſcover and de- 
feat the Malice and Impoſture of the heavy 
Charge with which F. Girard is attack d. 
; However, let us add to all theſe convincing 
| Proofs ſome Reflexions which naturally ariſe 
| in one's Mind, and which we are perſuaded 
all Perſons of good Senſe have already made 
for themſelves. Either F. Girard is an old Li- 
bertine, and then how is it poſſible to 9 
3 that 
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that he ſhould for ſo many Years have impoſed. 


upon the World, and paſſed conſtantly for a 
Regular of an unblameable Character as to 
Morals? His ſeveral Employments have 
_ obliged him to converſe with an infinite Num- 
ber of People of both Sexes, all Ages, and 
all Conditions; and have we not Reaſon to 
affirm, that he always edified them? If Hy- 
pocriſy or Vice had lain concealed within, 
ſome ſlight Symptoms at leaſt would now and 
then have certainly broke out, and, ſpite of 
all the Caution he could uſe, his Foible would 
never have eſcaped the Notice of all thoſe 
great Numbers to whoſe Eyes his Office held 
him continually expoſed. And yet, did ever 
any one even form the leaſt Suſpicion of him? 
And now that he is in a manner given up to 
publick Infamy, can it be ſaid that a ſingle 
Objection has been made to his former Con- 
duct ? | ts 

He muſt therefore have turned Villain and 
Rake of a ſudden, and blinded by his Paſhon, 
have abandoned himſelf without any Diſcretion 
or Reſerve to every thing that might advance 


his Deſigns. But if he intended to make a 
Conquelt of La Cadiere, why did not he follow 


the common Methods, which we unhappily 
find ſucceed ſo well in the World? Why, 
becauſe he is a Sorcerer, ſays F. Nicolds, and 
becauſe the Diſagreeableneſs of his Perſon 
would infallibly have made the Attempt miſ- 
carry : It therefore required ſome extraordi- 
nary Art to get over ſuch an Obſtacle; and 
accordingly we find the firſt Step F. Girard 
took was to breathe brutiſhly upon his Penitent, 
thereby to entangle her in the ſame Snares of 
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Love in which he himſelf was caught ; for 
before this enchanting breathing on her, as 


La Cadiere owns, F. Girard had never ſpdken- 


to her of his Paſſion, nor gone ſo much as 


once to her Houſe. 
Well ; But what is the Sequel 2 What fol- 


lowed ſo new, ſo odd a way of breaking one's 


Mind? Why, to be ſure, being tranſported 
with Love for his new Conqueſt, he omits 
nothing to pleaſe her, and give her the ſtrong- 
eſt Proofs of his Paſſion : No, not at all; 
F. Girard is a Sorcerer, conſider that; he loves 
and makes love in a different Way from other 
Men; he gives his Miſtreſs to the Devil, who 
firſt of all beats her black and blue, and tor- 
ments her with horrible Pains and intolerable 
Anguiſh, and then, ſtill by virtue of his Magical 
Art, makes her paſs forty whole Days without 
any Nouriſnment but Water: But that is 
not all yet, he crucifies her, and covers her 
with frightful Sores, enough to diſguſt the 
fondeſt of all other Lovers ; or rather, enough 
to extinguiſh the fierceſt, lewdeſt Flames, by 
the very Idea of that awful Myſtery which 
they repreſented. To ſay the Truth, Poſte- 
rity will never be able to conceive how ſuch a 
Fairy Tale could gain any Credit in ſo wiſe an 

Age as this; and their Surprize would be irre- 


coverable, if they were not informed at the 


{ame time to what a Pitch ſome People now 
a-days carry their Prejudices againſt the Je- 

ſuits. N | 
We ſhould never have done, if we would. 
allow ourſelves to be carried away by all the 
Reflexions that flow in Streams from this ridi- 
culous Story. It is Time for us to make a 
| parti- 


C2 
particular Reply to the Proofs adduced for 
fixing the Charge of ſpiritual Inceſt upon F. 
Girard. 5 


A Refutation of the firſt Proof, drawn 
from bis age Viſits. 


I'TH what an odious Compariſon has 

* La Cadiere's Advocate thought fit to 
introduce this Proof? He will have it, that 
the Viſits of a Confeſſor are of the ſame Na- 
ture with the Aſſiduities of a Man of the World, 
who frequents the Company of a young Wo- 
man whom he has no lawful Call to ſee, and 
who is afterwards accuſed of debauching her, 
not only by the Fruits of his Crime, but alſo 
on account of thoſe very Aſſiduities. Who is 
there that does not at firſt ſight perceive the 
Difference between ſuch an one's Conduct and 
F. Girard's? 'The former can have no other 
View, but the gratifying of an irregular Paſ- 
ſion ; whereas the latter finds very proper and 
Juſt Motives in his Charity and Zeal; the one 
is almoſt always ſuſpicious ; but the other 
ought never to be ſuſpected; unleſs the Ma- 
lice of the Heart of Man will ſtamp Virtue 
with all the Characters of Vice. 

If it were allowed to invert the Nature of 
Things and our Notions of them in this Man- 
ner, nothing would be eaſier than to frame an 
Accuſation. Did the Author of the Memorial 
ever entertain any ſuch Suſpicion of F. Girard, 
during the four Months that he attended regu- 
. larly at his Houſe, to aſſiſt his firſt Wife in the 
tedious Illneſs of which ſhe died? Why then 
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does he now ſo highly cenſure an Action, 
which in his own Caſe he thought ſo innocent, 
nay, ſo generous, but becauſe Prejudice has 
razed oud of his Mind all the Ideas of Juſtice 
and Charity ? 
Indeed, if Viſits of this Nature were to be 
condemned, into what terrible Diſorder would 
not Families be thrown? The Sick, the Ail- 
ing, and ſuch as are unable to ſtir abroad, muſt 
periſh without any Help for their Souls; no 
Confeſſor would venture to aſſiſt them in their 
dying Moments, for fear of expoſing himſelf 
to Cenſure ; unleſs ſome charitable Soul ſhould 
by an Effort of Virtue run the riſque of undo- 
ing himſelf to ſave them. Strange! that F. 
Girard ſhould ſuffer Reproach and Blame, only 
becauſe he diſcharged the Duty of his Office 
with Zeal, and practiſed Works of Charity 
The Father proteſts, and we doubt not it 
reſults from the Proceedings, that he never 
ſaw his Penitent but in her Mother's Houſe; 
that during the firſt twenty Months of his Di- 
rection, he never ſet his Foot within her 
Doors; that he did not begin to viſit her till 
ſhe fell ill; and that even then he did not go 
but upon the earneſt Intreaties of her Rela- 
tions, always in broad Day- light, and accom- 
panied either by a Jeſuit, or her own Brother 
the Eccleſiaſtig whom he ſometimes carried 
with him, becauſe the Society at Toulon is fo 
thin, that he could not always find a Brother- 
Jeſuit at leiſure. Now, we would ask any rea- 
ſonable Creature, if ſuch regular Viſits can be 
maliciouſly interpreted? 
F. Girard's Journies to Ollioules during the 
three Months that La Cadiere ſtaid there, 
3 which 
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which they have affected to repreſent as ſo very 
frequent, but which we hope the Proceedings, 
more true and more ſimple than their Decla- 
mations, will reduce to their juit Number, 
were undertaken with the ſame View that he 
had in his Viſits to her when at Home ; they 
were the Effects of pure Zeal and Charity. | 
To be convinced of this, we need only recol- 
let the Part which La Cadiere ated in the 
Convent, the pretended Miracles which ſhe 
wrought there, together with the Uncertainty 
of her Call to it, and her Impatience to get 
out of it, and we ſhall ſee that her Confeſſor's 
Preſence was abſolutely neceſſary; whether to 
diſcharge the Duty of his Office, or to ſatisfy 
himſelf about the Sanctity and Miracles of his 
Penitent, or laſtly, to deliver her from that 
continued Irreſolution under which ſhe la- 
boured, and exhort her to Perſeverance, 


A Refutation of the ſecond Proof, founded 
on his locking him ſelf up in ber Chamber. 


Ib. F. Girard did ſometimes lock himſelf. up 
in La Cadiere's Chamber, ought it from“ 

thence to be concluded, at once and without 
any Reſtriction, that he there abandoned him- 
ſelf to that Paſſion of which he is accuſed? 
Would it not be more reaſonable, and even 
more Chriſtian, to believe him at worſt guilty 
of a Piece of Imprudence only? Yet if we 
vill but reflect on the Circumſtances of thoſe 
| Occaſions, upon which he lock'd himſelf up 
with his Fenitent, we ſhall be forced to own, 
that what i is now cenſured as highly imprude ft 
in 
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in his Conduct, could not then give the leaſt 
room for Suſpicion, much leſs really have any 
dangerous Conſequences ; and that he was under 
a kind of Neceſſity to act in that Manner. 
For this Purpoſe it is requiſite to ſuppoſe our- 
ſelves in his Circumſtances, and to enter a little 
into the Characters of thoſe concerned. 

We know well enough that we are going to 
ſpeak a Dialect, with which the Men of this 
World are but little acquainted; but we do it, 
not ſo much to juſtify F. Girard's exceſſive 
Credulity, as that we may with the utmoſt 
Veracity deſcribe Things juſt as they paſſed, 
and in the ſame Light in which F. Girard ſaw 
them ; and therefore we ſhall make uſe of his 
own Words; he himſelf ſhall relate to us the 
Manner of his own Conduct, and by what 
Artifices he was made a Tool to his Penitent, 
—_ no body can inform us ſo well as him- 
ſelf. | 1 

Firſt then, Imagine to yourſelf a cunning art- 
ful Girl, concealing her real Character under ſuch 
an Air of Simplicity and Ingenuity, as impoſed 
not only upon F. Girard, but univerſally upon 
all who came near her, whether Devotees or 
Worldlings, Regulars or Seculars, People of 
the brighteſt Reputation and of all Ranks and 
Conditions: Form to yourſelf, on the other 
hand, the Idea of a Confeſſor carefully direct- 
ing his Steps towards God, aud judging of 
other Peoples Hearts by his own, who having 
attentfyely obſerved his Penitent's Conduct 
for two Years together, never perceived any 
thing in her but what was very commendable, 
found her upon all Occaſions tractable, hum- 
ble, retired, a Lover of Prayer, fond of Con- 

5 | feſſion, 
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feſſion, and ſubmiſſive to Penance : This Girl 
having acquainted her Confeſſor for ſome time, 
with her receiving abundance of internal Gra- 
ces, of which ſhe ſeems to make a very good - 
Uſe, all of a ſudden declares to him, that in 
a violent Tranſport of Divine Love, her Breaſt 
being too much dilated, her two firſt Ribs 
were raiſed full three Inches above the reſt, 
as it happened to St. Philip de Neri: Some 
Doubts immediately riſe in his Mind ; but at 
laſt reflecting on the Girl's Conduct, which 
had always been perfectly regular and holy, 


he cannot ſuffer himſelf to think ſhe ſhould 
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be fo far left of God as to attempt impoſing 
on her Confeſſor in a Matter of ſuch Impor- 
tance, Still he doubts, and ſtill he condemns 
his Suſpicions as very raſh and injurious ; be- 
fides, there is nothing impoſſible with God ; 
ſuch Favours are recorded to have been grant- 
ed to other Saints, whoſe Lives were never 
ſuſpected of Forgery ; he therefore ſuſpends 


his Judgment, and contents himſelf with re- 


commending Silence on the Head, and exhort- 
ing her to improve all the Gifts of God, with- 

out valuing herſelf too much upon them. 
Upon Good- Friday her Face is ſeen beſmear- 
ed with Blood, and ſhe is found in a kind of 
Extaſy, which holds her, tis faid, a conſide- 
rable Time; ſhe afterwards declares to her 
Confeſſor, that ſhe had received viſible Prints 
of our Saviour's ſacred Wounds, and of his 
Crown of Thorns ; what ſhe aſſerts is not an 
idle Fancy of the Brain, but real Fact which 
ſhe offers to prove. Some time after ſhe pre- 
tends that upon waking out of her Trance, ſhe 
found a Crois in her Bed miracilouſly ſent her 
7 „ . from : 
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from Heaven, and is ready to produce it : In 
a few Days more ſhe obſerves, that two of her 
Caps are ſtained in a wonderful manner with 
the Blood which run from the Crown on her 
Head: At laſt ſhe-gives out that on the 8th of 
May ſhe would appear ſuſpended in the Air. 
In this gradual Progreſſion of wonderful E- 
vents, artfully diſpoſed at proper Diſtances, 
one always paved the Way for another, and 
Care was taken to relate every thing with all 
imaginable Humility, Confuſion, and Reluc- 
tance. Ye prudent Confeſlors ! Ye experien- 
ced Directors ! Say, what would you have 
done, in F. Girard's Place, on ſuch an Occa- 
| fion? A Man of the World is ſoon determined, 
and anſwers without Difficulty ; you ought, 
ſays he, to pave quitted La Cadiere, and ſent 
her packing for a Cheat ; or elſe have treated 
her as a Viſionary, and ſtopp'd her Mouth for 
ever: But a Miniſter of the Goſpel acts with 
more Deliberation, he precipitates nothing, 
he ſuſpends his Judgment, he begs of Heaven 
the Light he needs, he conſults, he reaſons. 
The Arm of the Lord, ſays he, is not ſhort- 
enced, and he can now, as\well as in former 
times, communicate to the Faithful the ſame 
Favours which he has granted to other Saints. 
I ſee nothing here but what I find Inſtances 
ol in the Hiſtory of the Church; as to God's 
Part then, without any doubt, all this may 
indeed be ; but what is the young Woman's 
Character? If I may judge of her Virtue, by 
what 1 know of it, ſhe is not, abſolutely ſpeak- 
ing, unworthy of the extraordinary Fayours 
which ſne ſaysſhe has received; ſuch Favours 


ought, doubtleſs, to be very rare; but in ſhort 
God 
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God is the Dior, and may impart them to 
whom he pleaſes. Since La Cadiere entruſted 
me with her _— and the Secrets of her Con- 
ſcience, I have never obſerved her endeavour- 
ing to deceive me even in the moſt indifferent 
Things ; can I now believe her capable of im- 
poſing upon me by a Trick, an Impoſture, 
and an Abuſe of whatever is moſt ſacred and 
holy in Chriſtianity > What muſt I then re- 
| ſolve upon? Shall I ſend her about her Buſi- 
SIe? That would indeed be a convenient 
Way to get rid-of this Perplexity ; but would 


% be ſhunning of Trouble, failing in my 


to God who has entruſted me with this 
- Soul, and tempting her to negle& the great 
Deſigns which he may have upon her? Shall 
I look upon her as a Mad-woman that ought to 
be taken Care of, and put under a Regimen? 
But what ſhe now relates is ſomething more than 
Viſions or Revelations ; theſe are real Things, 
of which my own Eyes can inform me, and 
upon which ſhe requires me to form my Judg- 
ment of the reſt : Shall I make no Account of 
what ſhe tells me? and ſhall I let it drop as an 
indifferent Matter? But if ſhe be in an Error, 
ſhall T ler her quietly continue in it? and if ſhe 
be not, ſhall I fall into one myſelf by deſpiſing 
the Gifts of God? It is no leſs glorious and ad- 
vantageous to Religion to be able to produce 
full Proof of any thing truly miraculous, than 
it is important and neceſſary to diſcover the 
| Impoſture and Fraud of a falſe Miracle. 
Piety and Charity incline to believe all, 
ſays St. Paul; but, as he adds, Reaſon and 
good Senſe require us to prove all, and ſatisfy 


ourſelves as much as poſſible. 
"A G 33 m_— 


> 


: (42) 

Theſe Reflections determined F. Girard to 
examine Things himſelf : There are particular 
Caſes in which one is obliged to act contrary 
to general Rules, and even Prudence itſelf 
ſometimes draws People into imprudent Ac- 
tions. The Father, after having long delibe- 
rated, and long deferred the Matter, though 
very much importuned by La Cadiere, in the 


Name of God himſelf, as ſhe faid, at laſt con- 


ſented to ſee her Wounds; and as the Nature 
of ſuch an Action required that he ſhould-be 
upon his Guard againſt a Surprize, and as the 
Intentions of both were perfectly pure and 


cChaſte, for fear leſt any Relation or Friend of 
hers ſhould, by entering the Chamber haſtily, 


happen to diſcover hat he was ſo an Sous to 


conceal, he at laſt conſented that La Cadiere 


ſnould ſhut the Door for a few Moments while 
he inſpected her Wounds ; the Door was alſo 
puſh'd to in the ſame manner for a very ſhort 


Space, ſometimes by La Cadiere, ſometimes 


by F. Girard, five or fix other ſeveral Times, 
when they had Occaſion for Privacy, either in 
ſhewing or putting up Croſſes and Caps, or 
for ſome other Reaſons much of the ſame 
Nate. : | | | 
This is a ſincere — of F. Girard's 
Conduct, and of the tives that induced 


-  himtoit. The Candour and honeſt Frank- 
neſs of Heart wherewith he has owned Facts 
'that are by no means favourable to his Inno- 


cence, though they could not be proved upon 
him, ought to convince the World how well. 
he deſerves Credit, and that all the other Facts 
which he diſowns are utterly falſe. Let there- 


fore the Author of the Memorial and all the 


Cadieres © 


d 
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Cadieres urge as long and as loud as they 
pleaſe, that F. Girard for ſeven or eight Months 


together paſſed almoſt every Afternoon locked 
up with La Cadiere; let them quote all the 


Laws and all the Canons againſt him; let 


them cry to Heaven and Earth for Vengeance; 
F. Girard will join with them in imprecating it 


upon himſelf, if he be really guilty of what 


they lay to his Charge. But let them ta ; 
heed what they advance: If they ſpeak Truth 


what a ſtrange Idea do they give us of th 
Virtue of a young Woman, who is not in the 
leaſt alarmed at ſuch continued private Inter- 
views, the natural Conſequences whereof even 
in their own Opinions, are ſo horrible! What. 
are we to think of a Mother, of a Regular 
Prieſt, of a Deacon of the Church, of a mar- 
ried Man, who not only allow ſuch private In- 
terviews to be frequently repeated, . without 
making the leaſt objection to them, but even 
procure them, and applaud-uhem? Will not 
the World juſtly conclude that La Cadiere was 
no better than a looſe Woman, and proſti- 
tuted by her own Family? Ye infernal Spi- 
rits, riſe from the Black Deep, come and 
aſſiſt the diſtreſſed Cadieres, who have no Hope 
left but in you, ! But tis already too late; to 
ſave the Cadieres, you ought at firſt to have 
inſpired them to ſay, that F. Girard had be- 
witched them all; but tis paſt, and they are 
undone. "ON 

Vet ds finiſh this Article with refuting the 
Evidence of a certain Penſioner of St. Clare's 
at Ollioules, whom the Memorial introduces 
as affirming, that F. Girard continued ſhut up 
in La Cadiere's Chamber, the Day that he was 
8 | "G5 in 
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in the Convent, from nine in the Morning till 
four in the Afternoon. To anſwer this, we 
need no more but the Depoſitions of the 
Abbeſs and ſome other Nuns of that Mona- 
ſtery, who will not be ſuſpected of favouring 
F. Girard; and they, even in La Cadiere's Me- 
morial, ſay that the Door continued open all 
the Afternoon; we hope beſides, it will be 
proved by the Proceedings that the Door was 
never faſtened at all, or at moſt, but a very 
little while; for that F. Girard cannot poſitively 
remember: But he loudly declares he never 
touch'd the Door, and that if it was faſten d 
for a few Moments, it muſt have been faſten d 
on the Outſide. | a 


A Refutation of the third Proof, grounded 
on the criminal Liberties which it is pre- 

tended he took with her. | 

HEY pretend to found their Proof of 
theſe criminal Liberties, both upon F. 
Girard's Confeſſion, and the Depoſitions of 
two or three Maid-ſervants, But before we 
enter into a particular Refutation of what they 
advance upon theſe two Heads, let us endea- 
vour to ſhew the Falſity of this Accuſation by 
a few Reflections. 

The firſt we ſhall make is this; La Cadiere 
does not pretend to have been ſo entirely out 
of her Senſes, from the Time F. Girard breath- 
ed upon her till F. Nicolas exorciſed her, which 
comprehends more than a whole Year, bur 
that ſhe had from Time to Time Intervals of 
Reaſon and Liberty; ſhe poſitively affirms it 

12 


-- - Ln 
in her Declaration before the Great Vicar ; 
and if ſhe did not own it, do not we know 
that during all that Time ſhe converſed, rea- 
ſoned, worked, applied herſelf ro ſeveral 
Things, and tranſacted her Affairs with the full 
Uſe of her Reaſon and Liberty? However, 
we will allow that ſhe had the Uſe of neither 
the Day that F. Girard debauched her after 
her Return from Aid, and even, if you pleaſe, 
upon other Occaſions like that; yet ſhe can- 
not deny but that ſhe enjoyed her Reaſon and 
ated voluntarily at the Time of thoſe Em- 
braces and Kiſſes, of which ſhe accuſes the 
Father ; for the Witneſſes whom ſhe herſelf 
produces ſay, that they embraced and kiſſed 
one another mutually, which muſt be under- 
ſtood of Conſent on both Sides. Now, it is 
not poſſible ro conceive how a young Woman 
of Senſe, as ſhe is ſaid to be, ſhould arrive at 
the Age of one and twenty, without knowing 
that it is not fit to allow ſuch Freedoms, I do 
not ſay to a Prieſt and a Regular, but even 
to a Man of the World; *tis one of the firſt 
Leſſons that Mothers teach their little Daugh- 
ters: Beſides, is ſuch Ignorance conſiſtent 
with the Exhortations and Sermons which ſhe 
daily heard, with the Books of Devotion and 
Piety which ſhe ſo conſtantly read? She muſt 
therefore have looked upon F. Girard as an 
impious Profligate ; yet it is proved by all. her 
Letters and by the Memoir of Lent, that ſhe 
conſidered him even to the laſt as a Man of 
God, as one of the Hect, as the Perſon, in 
ſhort, who was to conduct her to Heaven. 
*1'is true, ſay they; bur ſtill ſhe had her 
Doubts, which the Opinion of her Director's 
G | Virtue 
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Virtue wherewith ſhe was prepoſſed would not 
ſuffer her to entertain; from whence we con- 
clude, that ſhe had ſome little Knowledge of 
the Affair in queſtion, and was in her Senſes . 
when her Confeſſor took thoſe Liberties with 
her. Now who hindered her from getting 
her Doubts reſolved ? Had ſhe no other Con- 
feſſors, no other Perſons of Underſtanding to 
conſult > Or had ſhe Occaſion for any? Was 
it not ſufficient to clear all her Doubts upon 
the Matter, that ſhe attended the Catechizings 
and the Homilies, where ſhe frequently heard 
the Commandments of God explain'd ? 

Ihe ſecond Reflection is, if E. Girard be 
guilty of the Crime which La Cadiere charges 
him with, how comes it that there appears not 

the leaſt Veſtige, the leaſt Hint of it in their 

Letters to each other? In private Letters the 
N  -/ Heart is uſually open, and diſcloſes its ſecret 
| * Paſſion ; but as to theſe, tis in vain to wreſt 
and torture them, they will always breathe an 
, Air of Piety which they cannot be deprived of 
| by the utmoſt Efforts, Whence came it that 
| Isa Cadiere would be inceſſantly praiſing her 
Confeſſor to her Companions, as it ſhould ap- 
pear by the Proceedings, for his great Mo- 
deſty and Diſcretion > Does not this ſingle 
Paſſage ſhew that ſhe was not quite ſo inno- 
cent as he would make us believe? F 
The third Reflection: In ſhort, if F. Girard 
had been ſo paſſionately fond of his Penitent 
as is pretended, would he have been ſo very 
- earneſt, would he have imployed ſo much 
Perſuaſion to engage her to go into a Convent? 
Would he have oppoſed her leaving of it ſo 
warmly, as even to break off all Correſpon- 
Lo : dence 
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dence with her as ſoon as ſhe had executed 
Deſign? Does the Paſſion he is accuſed of 
uſually act in ſuch a Manner? We hope that 
People of the World will readily own the Force 
of ſo ſimple, ſo natural a Reflection. 
We come now to a particular Examination 
of this ſecond Proof. What is there ſo cri- 
minal in what F. Girard has owned? He grants 
that to ſatisfy himſelf about the Truth of what 93 
La Cadiere told him, he had three or four | 
Times in the Space of five Months juſt ſeen 
her Stigmas, and that with all the Caution and | 
Modeſty that could be defired. And what did 
he. ſee after all? why, Sores. Can any one 1 
really believe that ſuch Objects ſhould be meet 1 
Fewel for a lewd Flame? But, ſay they, 1 
Things were not done with that Modeſty 1 1 
F. Girard pretends !/Who tells them ſo? Where | | 
are the Witneſſes ? La Cadiere is the only Evi | 
dence; but is ſhe to be believed? Did not 
ſhe retract it? and can her I eſtimony be of 
any Weight after that? 
F. Girard could not have been convicted of 
theſe Facts, becauſe they paſſed in private and 
without Witneſſes ; and therefore his acknow- 
kdging them, though he could not be ignorant 1 
of the Conſequence of ſuch a Step, is a very 
plain Proof of his Innocence. A Man, whoſe 
Conſcience reproached him with committing a |, 
baſe and ſhameful Action under Pretence of 1 | 
examining theſe Wounds, would not have N 
made ſuch a Confeſſion, and with Reaſon; but ! 
for him, conſcious of the Innocence and Pu- 
rity of the Motives which acted him, and of 
the Neceſſity which obliged him to behave as 
he 5, he does not bluſh to own his Conduct; 
or 
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17 
or if he is now aſhamed of it, tis only be» 
cauſe of the impious and ſacrilegious Artifices 


which have been employed to deceive him. 


He farther owns, that his Penitent having 
aſſured him, that two of her Ribs were raiſed 
about three Fingers-breadth by the Vehemence 
of her Love of God, and having importuned 
him to, convince himſelf, he once paſſed' his 
Finger very flightly over the Handkerchief 
which ſhe had about her Neck, without hav- 
ing the Curioſity to ſee them. People may 
ſneer as much as they pleaſe at F. Girard's 
Credulity, but it follows from this Confeſſion, . 
that he did not invent this Miracle that he 
might afterwards have occaſion to handle both 
her Sides; twas La Cadiere herſelf that forged 
it, *twas ſhe that deceived her Confeſſor, that 
ſeduced him, and to compleat her Malice 
nov imputes to him as a Crime what ſhe her- 
ſelf made him do, or rather what he never 
did: For with what Front dare ſhe in her Me- 
morial talk of mdecent Dreſs, naked Breaſts, 
fine tranſparent Linnen, and pretend to be a 
Girl of the World that followed even the 
looſeſt Faſhions; whilſt every body knows 
that nothing could come up to the Modeſty of 
her Habit, of her Converſation, and of her 
Behaviour; and if ſhe appeared in the Eye of 
Mankind to be governed by any reigning Paſ- 
fion, it certainly was not Vanity, nor an Affec- 
tation of Finery, but a moſt immoderate De- 
fire of being thought a Saint. . 
What Credit can be given to a Perſon of the 
Character which La Cadiere now aſſumes? 
Eſpecially when ſhe attacks a venerable Regu- 
| * lar, 
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Py 


jar, whoſe Reputation has till now been ſo 
clear and unblameable. 


is certain that if there were no ail Evi- 
dence againſt F. Girard but La Cadiere, her 
Teſtimony alone would make but a ſlight Im- 
preſſion: But ſeeing it is ſtrengthened and 
confirmed by other Witneſſes, who depoſe, if 
not the very Facts which La Cadiere imputes 
to F. Girard, at leaſt other Facts which ren- 
der thoſe advanced by her probable, one can- 


not help yielding, ſay they, to ſuch united 


Force. Let us ſee who theſe Witneſſes are, 
and what Credit they deſerve. 


The Depoſition of Marian 1 and 
of Lucretia Materonne her Siſter, both 
Servants in the Anale of St. Clate at 
Ollioules. | 


1 HOSP who are ever 15 little acquainted 
with the Merits of this Cauſe, vill eaſily 


perceive that La Cadiere would never have 


engaged in it. had ſhe not been aſſured that 
certain Evidences would, by ſwearing to ſome 
Facts in Concert with her, confirm the Proof 
of thoſe criminal Liberties with which ſhe in- 
tended to charge her Confeſſor. But unluckily 
for her, ſhe could find none but three poor 
aids, that would ſacrifice their Conſciences 
nd the Truth to gratify her Reſentment, and 
eirs who were the Contrivers and Directors 
f the Plot. Such arc the Evidences Marian 


Materonne, and her Siſter Lucretia, Servants 
in the Convent of Sr. Clare at Ollioules, and 


Gora Nee La Cadiere's own Maid, which 
H | laſt 
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laſt depoſed concerning the Affair of Abor- 
tion. | | eh 
On the Depoſitions of theſe three, properly [| 
ſpeaking, lies the whole Streſs of the Indict- 
ment laid againſt F. Girard. Virtue ſo clear, 
i # conſpicuous as his, none would attempt to 
ſully but venal mercenary Souls, and ſuch as 
theſe. But that good Providence which guards 
the Innocent, hath been pleaſed to order it ſo, 
that theſe three Witneſſes ſhould be convicted 
of giving falſe Evidence, and that in a Manner 
nat to be anſwered, as we ſhall immediately 
demonſtrate. | 
La Cadiere had already ſuborned Marian 
Materonne, when ſhe and her Accomplices 
formed the Deſign of ruining F. Girard: and 
that Deſign they begun to put in Execution 
the Day that La Cadiere ated the public Farce 
of her pretended Poſſeſſion at Toulon, wherein 
| ſhe accuſed F. Girard of the moſt © heinous 
Crimes. Ru I 
We cannot give a better Proof of the horrid 
Plot which Lz Cadiere had laid againſt. E. G- 
rard, than the Letter written and ſigned win 
her own Hand, and dated ſome Days before 9 
ſhe thought fit to act the aboveſaid Farce; 
for ſhe thereby allows F. Nicolas the Carmelite 
to reveal her Confeſſion, even before the Judges. 
This conſidered, the following Reflexions will 
be ſufficient to con vict this Maid of having | 
given falſe Evidence; her's being, in Truth, the | 
only one that even ſeems to accuſe F. Girard, * | 
and without which all that the other Witneſſes 
ſay would ſignify ſo little as not to merit the 
leaſt Attention. | 
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1. This Maid fays, that having left F. Ci- 
rard at the Grate of the Choir, La Cadiere be- 
ing within-ſide of it, the Father in La Cadiere's 


Preſence bid her go to his Lodging; that there- 
non ſhe retired, but however ſtaid within by 


the Church Door, from whence ſhe ſaw them em- 
brace one another. Now La Cadiere ſpeaking 
of this very Fact, ſays, that when F. Girard 


offered to embrace her at the Grate of the Choir, 


he aſſured her he had ſhut the Church Door. 
How can this Depoſition be reconciled with 


La Cadiere's Declaration? For either F. Gi- 
rard quitted the Grate of the Choir, at whien 


the Maid had juſt left himy to gb and ſhut the 
Church Door, and then he would certainly 
have ſpied her; or elſe he did not ſtir from 
the Grate of the Choir; and if fo, how can 
La Cadiere aſſert that F. Girard aſſured her he 
had ſhut the Church Door ? | B+ 
2. The fame Maid ſays, that ſhe went ſoftly 


up into the Parlor, where F. Girard was with 
his Penitent, and ſuddenly puſh'd the Door 


open. We would ask her, how came ſhe to 


entertain r of them? ſeeing at 


that very Time and long after ſhe always 
look'd upon La Cadiere as a Saint. | 

3. She pretends, you ſee, that ſhe ſuddenly 
puſh'd the Door open, and it ſhould appcat 


by the Proceedings that ſhe depoſed fo. . Now - 
when F. Girard was confronted with her, he « 
could not help taking Notice of this Circum- 


ſtance, becauſe it is certain that the Door 


could not be opened on the Outſide, but only *- 


on the Inſide by means of a Cord; which tort 
of Door is uſed in the Parlors of all Nunnerics. 
This ſhews the Reaſon why La Cadier:'s Ad- 


HB 2 vocato 


* 


* 


2 


A 


(32 ] 
vocate left out of his Memorial theſe Words, 
ſuddenly puſh'd the Decor open; and this Omiſ- 
ſion is a Proof of what we have here advanced, 
that the Door could not be opened on the 
Outſide, tho' the Maid affirms very Poſitively 
that ſhe puſh'd it open. 
4 If ſhe pretends that ſhe opened it by 
puſhing. and heaving againſt it, in that Caſe | 
F. Girard would have had Time to retire, and a 
ſhe would: not have ſeen what ſhe affirms ſhe ; 
ſaw : Nor can ſhe ſay that the, Poor was half | 
open, or upon the jar, for ſhe Ry lays 4 
that ſhe opened it. | 
F. What does this fame Maid do, upon catch- | 
ing F. Girard and La Cadiere embracing . one 
=: another, notwithſtanding the Noiſe ſhe made 
at the Door? M hy, ſhe comes up to the Fa- 
ther, and very coolly asks him, at what Hour, 
and with what coloured Ornaments he would 
pleaſe to ſay Mais. . Was ever any thing ſo 
horrible? Ought not this alone, if it were true, 
render the Maid utterly unworthy ' of any 
A Credit? fzeing ſhe looks upon the grofleſt 
Crimes as indifferent 'Things, nay, if we dare 
ſay fo, as a fit Preparation for the holy Sacri- 
fice of the Maſs. | 
6 She ſaw them, ſhe ſays, embracing and 
kiſſing each other: But how? Why, through 
the opening in the Parlor Grate Nov it may 
E appear by the Proceedings and by Inſpection 
of the Place, that the Window of that Grate [ 
is but eight Inches and a few Lines ſquare, | 
and that one cannot without a great deal of 
\ enn put ſo much as one's Head thro? it, 5 
nor having got it chro' hold it up: how: then 
| is 
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is it poſſible that they ſhould embrace one an- 
other, as this Maid affirms? 
J. This ſame Maid muſt have very little 
Honour or Religion, ſeeing ſhe neglected in- 
| forming her Superiour, or the Obſervantin Fa- 
| ther Confeſſor of the N or at leaſt ſome 
one of the Nuns, that ſo a edy might 
| have been applied to ſuch Dibedes 2 And for 
. Proof that ſne never ſpoke a Word of it to 
any Creature, not even in Jeſt to her Compa- 
nions, which was a very difficult Task for a 
Woman, if there were any Truth in what ſhe 
ſays, La Cadiere never loſt her Reputation of 
Sanctity till ſhe was exorciſed by the Carmelite 
f about two Months after. . | 
| 8. Beſides the continual Viſits made by La 


Cadiere and her Brothers to the Nuns at- Olli- 
oules, who have ſince depoſed in their Favour, 
| it ſhould be proved by the Proceedings, that 
| F. Cadiere diſcourſed this very Maid there for 

two Hours together, the Evening but one be- 
fore his Siſter made her Declaration, and that 
her Brother the Eccleſiaſtic went to Ollioules 
to, fetch her, and brought” her to his own 
Houſe, from which ſhe went to make her De- 

_ poſition before the Biſhop's Court at Towloy.._ 
9. This Maid ſays, that on St. C/are's 2 
the only Time that ever F. Girard, having th 
Day preached a Sermon to the Nuns, dined 
the Parlor by the Abbeſs's Invitation; ſh 
0 ſays, ſhe ſaw the Father hold La Cadiere' 
Hand with one of his, and eat with the other : 

And yet it is proved by the Letters of Au 

that he returned from Ollioules in great Anger 

with his Penitent, becauſe ſh&cither couid not, 
"br xould not. give him the Memoir of Lent. 
O's | c. Laſtly, 
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10. Laſtly, It ſhould appear by the Pro- 
ceedings that the Cadizres promiſed this Maid 
a Penſion. Now, can it be denied but that 
all theſe Objections taken together make up 
one of the ſtrongeſt Prodfs againſt the Teſti« 
mony of Mariau Materonne, Servant ih the 
Convent at Ollioules, and at the ſame time 
throw a Suſpicion upon the Depoſitions of the 
other Witneſſes, which are brought againſt 


F. Girard. For if it be proved that this Maid 


has depoſed contrary to Truth, what muſt we 
think of the Evidence of her Siſter Lucretia 
Aſateronne ? But this will appear ſtill ſtronget 


from the Diſcuſſion we ſhall now enter into. 


The ſecond Witneſs oppoſed to us is Ma- 


rian Materonue's own Siſter, alſo a Servant of 


St. Clare's at Ollioules, And who does not 
immediately ſee the Colluſion between them ? 
But let us examine her Depoſition as related 
in La Cadiere's Memorial. She fweats, That 
the Day the F. Rector came into the Corfvent on 
occaſion of La Cadiere's Transfiguration, when 
be went out again, be defired the Abbeſs's Leads 


to ſpeał a Mord in privaſxto the ſaid Cidiere, and 


then ſhe ſaw them embrace and kiſs vue another. 

The real Matter of Fact is this. F. Girard 
went into the Convent once, and but once 
to confeſs his Penitent, and to ſee t Jaſt 
Scene, if it may be fo called, of her Trans- 


 figuration ; he came away in the Evening, 


and was accompanied to the Gate of the Con- 
vent by the Confeſſor of the Houſe, by the 
Mother Abbeſs, and the principal Nuns : be- 
fore he came out La Cadiere deſired to ſpeak a 


Word to him in private, and having taken 


him aſide, ſhe talked with him a ſhort Spade; 
the 


the Place was dark, F., Girard, as every body 
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knows, is entirely deaf of one Ear, and can 
hear Confeſſion, only with the Left; which 

made him put his Head very near La Cadiere's 
awd liſten to what ſhe ſaid, probably leaning 
rwards that he might hear the better. Where 
Lucretia Mate ron ne at that time? Why, 
behind a Glaſs Window, thro* which ſhe, pre» 
tends ſhe ſaw F. Girard kiſs his Penitent. Let 
us hear the Depoſition of the Lay-Siſter DOE 
Prat, who was with her, in relation to this 
Fact: we are obliged for it to La Cadiere's 
Memorial ; there ſhe ſays, That the Day the 
F. Rector came into the Convent on occaſion of 
La Cadiere's Transfiguration, when be went 
away. in the Evening, foe ſaw the ſaid Cadiere, 
who waited on him out, put her Arms round hir 


Waiſt: One cannot well tell in what Attitude 


ſhe ſaw, or thought ſhe ſaw La Cadiere : Aud 
that ſomebody having. ſaid, Look, theyare kiſſing, 
ſhe looked, and through a Glaſs Window: ſaw them 


laying their Heads together, and talking Face to 5 
Face very cloſe, but did not ſee them kiſs; ſbe 
. who told her that ſhe ſaw them kiſſing was Lu- 


cretia Materonne the Maid, Grant that no 


Alterations have been made in the Depoſitions 


of theſe two Maid-ſervants, as we are per- 
ſuaded they have changed and mutilated a 


great many of thoſe quoted in the Memorial; 
if we only keep to what is there adduced, who is 


it that affirms ſhe ſaw them kiſſing? Even Lu- 
cretia, the Siſter of Marian Materonne already 
convicted of bearing falſe Witneis.2 Who 


endeavours to make Siſtar Du Prat believe it? 
The fame Lucretia, who ſays ſhe idw them 
embrace and kiſs each other, while Siſter Du 


Prat, 


i 7 
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Prat, looking thro' a Glaſs Window, and in 
the Dark too, has the Honeſty to own, that 
ſhe thought ſhe ſaw, or really ſaw, if you will, 
La Cadiere put her Arms round F. Girard's 
Waiſt. Did one ever ſee two Siſters concert 
a Lye better? And does not this yery plaiyly 
prove what we advanced before? wiz. Thar 
we ought not to be ſurprized if in order to 
accompliſn the Deſign they had formed of 
ruining F. Girard, they took care to ſecure the 
falſe Evidence of theſe two Maids. 
The other Depoſition adduced in the Me- 
morial is that of the Lady Guerin, a Nun; 
and what does ſhe ſwear to prove the Inceſt 
of which F. Girard is accuſed > Why, ſhe | 
ſwears, that the Father being without-fide the 9 
Grate of the Choir and La Cadiere within, ſhe | 
ſaw them touch one another's Hands. Is it really 
poſſible one ſhauld propoſe any thing ſo child- 
iſh, or of ſo little Conſequence, in Proof of ſo 
heinous a. Crime as that in queſtion? Bur if 
the Lady Gucrius Evidence be. weakened by 
; 75 Other Circumſtances, to what will this Proof 
| be reduced to, faint as it is already? It is cer- ö 
[| < tain thit a Witneſs who advances in Evidence i 
IA aa pjpact abſolutely impoſſible, deſerves no Cre- t 
dit, and ought to be rejected. Now, this is 1 
| =» the Lady Guerin's Caſe ; for it ſhould appear | 
pe buy the h roceedings, that ſhe depoſed that La 
| 
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Cadiere knew all the Secrets of her Heart, 

and that in order to prove F. Girard a Sorcerer. . 
But can ny one be ignorant, as we have re- 

merk'd above, that the Secrets of the Heart | 
belong tę Cd alone, and that it is abſolutely 
 imroifble for rhe Dev: to have any Knou-— 

ledge not only of all our Thoughts, but even 


| = 3M | of 


23535 . \ 
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1 
of any ſingle one that is purely internal. We 
believe moreover, it will appear from the Pro- 


ceedings, that this ſame Lady Guerin ſaid, 


That ſhe once ſa 4 thick Smoab in La Cadiere's 
Chamber, and that to be ſure the Devil was 


dancing in the midſt of it ; and that La Cadiere 
having told her, She would come and ſee ber in | 


the Nig bt, ſhe accordingly felt berſelf actually 


pms the next Night in Bed, tho La Cadiere ' 


never ſtirred gut of bers. is true, theſe two 
laſt Particulars will at moſt prove the Lady 


Guerin to be very fanciful ; but her affirming 


that La Cadiere knew and entered into all her 
Thoughts, forces us to conclude, that her Evi- 
dence is falſe, and deſerves no Credit. 

And theſe are the mighty Evidences brought 


| againſt us, two Servant-Maids, and the Lady 


Guerin, whoſe Depdfitions added to La Ca- 


diere's Declaration we were threatened would 
form a compleat Proof of the Incetcharged 


upon F. Girard; for we do not doubt but if 


La Cadiere or her Advocate, who has ſearched 

and examined the Proceedings as much as he 
pleaſed, had therein met with any ſtronger 
Evidence, or even as ſtrong as that we have 
already refuted, they would have taken great 
care to produce it. F. Girard therefore, and 
the Feſuits with him, may now be eaſy, they 


know the worlt : It muſt be owned they were 


afraid, not without ſome Reaſon, that the un- 
wearied Pains taken to procure Evidence at 
any rate, nay more, that the Prejudices which 


feveral People have conceived againſt them, 


and take a malicious Pleaſure in ſhowing upon 
all Occaſions, would have induced many more 


to . F. Girard bimſeif amidſt all rhe 


. Ry Com- 


; J. 


TR C238) a 
© Comforts of a good Conſcience, which he is ſo 


happy as to enjoy, was not without his Fears 
on this Account, But at laſt all this terrible 


Storm, all their Threats of Conviction have 
ended in producing theſe three Witneſſes, 


whoſe Depoſitions we have refuted in ſuch a 
Manner as we believe will give full Satisfaction 
to all Perſons of good Senſe and found Reaſon. 
Let us now proceed to. examine the fourth 
Proof of Inceſt. | 


F 4 Refutation of the fourth Proof, drawn ; 


From F. Girard's paſſionate Letters, 


Aving reſolved to ſubjoin to this Memo- 

A rial both F. Girard's and La Cadiere's 
Letters, we ſhall not enter into the Particulars 
of this fourth Proof. We are perſuaded the 
bare Peruſal of them will immediately unde- 
ceive the Reader, and convince the World 


that the Conſtruction which the Author of the 


Memorial has laboured to force upon the Fa- 
ther's Letters is unnatural and malicious; and 
that far from finding in them the leaſt Tincture 
of that ay Paſſion with which F. Girard is 
charged, /they will on the contrary perceive 
nothing but pious Inſtructions, ſound Princi- 
ples, and Counſels that recommend and lead 
to the Practice of the higheſt Virtue. But 
after all, who is the. Author of the Anſwers to 
F. Girard's Letters? Were they not compoſed 
by the Cadieres themſelves? This will be in- 
conteſtably proved in the preliminary Diſcourſe 


before theſe Letters. Now, this Point once 
proved, can La Cadiere's Advocate maintain 


with 
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with any tolerable Grace, that F. Girard's Let- 
. -  - ters are full of the moſt extravagant Gallantry ? 


For if ſo, muſt not he own that the Authors 
of the Anſwers to them were in his Secret, 


: "conſented to his Crime, and were his Accom- 


plices in it? Will he admit of Conſequences 


ſo contrary to the Deſign of his Memorial? 


Into what a puzzling Dilemma has he then 


brought himſelf? The only Method he can 


now take to get out of it, is to own, with all 
Men of Senſe, that F. Girard's Letters burn 
with that heavenly divine Love wherewith his 
Soul was on Fire, not with thoſe impure unholy 
Flames which he pretends had conſumed his 


Virtue, but has hitherto endeavoured in vain 
to brand him with. 


It appears at firſt Sight, that having thus re- 
ſuted theſe four Proofs, there is no occaſion to 
vindicate F. Girard from the Crime of procuring 


| Abortion, with which they are likewiſe pleaſed 


to charge him ; becauſe if he be not guilty of 
the ſmalleſt Freedoms with La Cadiere, as we 


have already demonſtrated, he cannot be the 


Author of this other Crime. Vet, that we 
may give all poſſible Satisfaction in a Matter 
of ſuch Importance, which immediately affects 
the Reputation of a Prieſt, of a Regular Prieſt, 
we ſhall minutely examine the Grounds upon 
which this new Accuſation is founded. 


A Refutation_ of the Charge of procuring 


Abortion. | 


* muſt be owned that Prejudice was never 
carried to a greater Heighth, than in this 


Cauſe, They have infuſcd Poiſon into F. Gi- | 


I 2 — 
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rard's moſt innocent Actions, and have con- 


verted even his Works of Charity and Mercy 
into Crimes. During the Space of five or ſix 


Months that he attended La Cadiere in her 


Illneſs, whether real or affected, he four or 


five times fetch'd. her a Porringer of cold Water 
to quench her burning Thirſt ; immediately 


the Cry is up, Murder, Murder is the Word; 
tis a Potion to make her miſcarry; he put 


ſome red Powder in the Water. But who fays 
this? La Cadiere. Who is there to prove it? 
La Cadiere: For it is to be obſerved, that her 
Maid, the only Witneſs of his giving her the 
Water, ſays not a Word of any other Ingre- 
dient. What! did no body but La Cadiere 
ſee him prepare this murderous Draught? Did 
no body ſee him buy the Drugs for it?, No 


body at all. With what Impudence then dare 


they advance fo helliſh an Accuſation? Strange 


Blindneſs in them indecd! But F. Girard's, it 


ſeems, was ſtill greater. He reſolves to com- 


mit the moſt horrible of all Crimes, which the 
Laws puniſh with the utmoſt Severity, and 


yet he goes and asks of her Relations, or takes 
before their Eyes, what will one Day ſerve to 
convict him of his Guilt. But what occaſion 
had he to compoſe this Draught at La Cadjere's? 
Could not he have prepared it at home, and 


carried it to her afterwards in a Phial? But 


after all, he was a Sorcerer ;- why did he then 
make uſe of natural Means to procure · Abor- 
tion 2 Cannot the Black Art do without the 
Art of Medicine, nay, and confound it too? 
Ay, but, ſay they, why did he take the Pains 
to go and fetch this ſame Water himſelf? Could 


not he find ſome other Way to get it brought 


her? 
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her? To what little trifling Explanations are 
we forced, in Vindication of a fimple natural 
Action ? an Action which a great many other 
Perſons have probably practiſed in the like 
Caſe with a very innocent Deſign. He did it 
for two Reaſons. Firſt, becauſe it was a Piece 
of Charity to his Penitent. Secondly, becauſe 
there were no Servants belonging to the Houſe 
but one Maid, and ſhe might happen to be 
abſent or buſy when La Cadiere's Thirſt re- 
quired immediate Relief. 


But let us hear what ſhe herſetf ſays of this 
ſame Draught in her Declaration before the 


Great Vicar; Viz. That EF Girard brought her 


at that Time for eight Days together, a kind of 


reddiſh Liquor in a Porringer to drink. She re- 
peats the ſame Thing in her Complaint before 
the Criminal Judge. Now, F. Girard, who 


has as much Right to be believed as La Cadiere, 


affirms that ſhe never kept her Bed eight Days 


together, that ſhe never kept her Room eight - 


Days together, and that he never went to ſee 
her eight Days together, 

To confirm the Proof of this Draught they 
cite one Evidence, and but one: And who is 
this Evidence, d'ye think, but Clara Berarde, 
La Cadiere's' own Maid? We may gueſs at 
the Value of her Depoſition, by what we 
have diſcovered of the Maids of O/lioules, 
whom the Cadieres had bought into their Plot. 
But what does Clara Berarde ſay of this 
Draught? According to the Extract of her 


Depoſition, as we find it in La Cadiere's own 
Memorial, ſhe ſwore, That from laſt Carnival 


till about the 5th of June thereafter, the Father 
Rettor of the Jeſuits went almoſt every Day to — 
; = 


diere herſelf is the only Witneſs of this pre- 


of June, ſeeing ſhe affirms in her Declaration 


(62) os | 
Miſs Cadiere : 'The- contrary of this Fact, aa 
wellas of thoſe that follow, will, we hope, be 
proved by the Proceedings: That he uſed to 
lock the Chamber Door, that be commonly went | 
in about One or Two after Noon, and did not 
come out till Night, that he frequently went and 
fetched a Porringer of Water which he carriedup |? 
Z0 Miſs Cadiere. ; | + [3 
Firſt of all, this Maid ſpeaks nothing of a ] 
compound Draught, but only of a Porringer 
of Water: So that, as we obſerved, La Ca- 


tended Potion. - | 
In the ſecond . Place, the ContradiCtion 
which we find between this Depoſition and 
La Cadiere's Declaration ſhews them both to 
be falſe. For when was it, does Berarde ſay, 
that F. Girard carried this Porringer of Water 
to La Cadiere © From the Carnival to the th 
of June, which includes above three Months 
time. And when does La Cadiere pretend that 
the Porringers of Water were brought her by 
F. Girard © From the 23d of May till the 6th 


that F. Girard never committed Inceſt with 
her till after her Return from Aix, which was 
on the 23d of May, , about that Time 
he brought her a Por inger of Water to drink 
for eight Days ſucceſſively. "IH 
But this Contradiction, how great ſoever it - - 
may ſeem, is but a Trifle in Compariſon of . 


that which we find in the following Particu- 
lar, upon which. La Cadiere's Advocate in- 
| fiſts ſo ſtrenuouſly and triumphs ſo exceed- - 
ingly. 


About 


=. ': (8 


About a Fortnight after _— laſt La Ca- 
bat having been 


diere declared to F. Girard, 
crucified by Divine Fuſtice on Good- Friday, ſhe 
would ſoon be crucified afreſh by Divine Lowe: 
And that no body may think we put theſe 
Words in her Mouth, her own Brother the 
222 her ſay the ſame thing in her 

emoir of Lent: She added, That to prepare 
her for this Death God was making her loſe all 
her. Blood by little and little, as may alfo be 


ſeen at the Beginning of her Lent, and in 


ſeveral of her Letters; F. Girard ſeeing her 


continue to look fat and fair, could hardly 


bring himſelf to believe what ſhe- told him, 


and gave but little heed to it. One Day when 


he was in her Room, ſhe ſuddenly pulled an 


earthen Pot from under her Bed, and ſhewed 
it to F. Girard, who hai ſcarcely Time to ob- 
ſerve that there was T reddiſh Liquor in it, 
becauſe ſhe preſently whipt it away and put it 
out of her Chamber-Door. 'This is the naked 
and real Matter of Fact, nor had F. Girard 
any farther Hand in it than we have related. 
He did not ask her to ſee the Pot; ſhe of her 


own Accord ſhewed it him, and gave him but 


a Glance of it. Yet on this ſimple Story does 
La Cadiere ſtill found her Charge of procuring 
Abortion. But we hope to ſer the Villainy of 
this Accuſation in the cleareſt Light, by ſhew- 
ing, on one Hand, the Contradiction into 
which La Cadiere herſelf has fallen in the Ac- 
count ſhe gave of this Matter in her Declara- 
tion, and on the other, the Contradiction which 
we find between what ſhe affirms, and her Maid's 
Depoſition : So true is it, that whatever Pre- 

| cautions 
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cautions may be uſed to hide a Lye, it will 
always betray itſelf ſome way or other. 

The firſt Contradiction. When was it, does 
La Cadiere in her Declaration ſay, that the 
ſhewed the Pot to F. Girard? Afﬀeer he had 
committed Inceſt with her, to be ſure. When 
does ſhe ſay he firſt committed that Crime upon 
her ? We have already ſeen it was after her 
Return from Aix on the 23d of May, and 
conſequently the Crime could not be commit- 
ted before the 24th or 2 Sth of the ſame Month. 
When did La Cadiere go into the Convent of 
Ollioules? On the 6th of June thereafter ; 
that is, about twelve Days after her Return 
from Aix. Now how can ſhe aſſert in her De- 
claration, that after the Inceſt committed with 


her by F. Girard, ſhe was three Months with- | 


out her Courſes ; at the Expiration of which 
Time ſhe voided a Lump of Fleſh, which ſhe 
ſhewed to F. Girard in her own, Chamber at 
Toulon ? Can an Impoſture be ſo ill concerted 


- and not be ſeen through ? 


The ſecond Contradiction. In what Point 


of Time does La Cadiere's Maid place this 
Fact? We need only read her Evidence in the 
Memorial we are refuting. 


% 


Two or three Days after Eaſter, when F. 
Girard had been about an Hour in Miſs Ca- 


diere's Chamber, ſhe opened the Door half way, 
aud gave to this Deponent a Chamber-pot full of 


Blood, bidding her to throw it out. 

Now Eaſter fell laſt Year 1730 on the gth 
of April, and conſequently the Maid fixes the 
Affair of the Chamber-por's being ſhewed to 
F. Girard and received by her, to the 12th h 

 Ist 
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15th at moſt of the Month of April: Yet we 
have juſt obſerved that La Cadiere herſelf pla- 


ces it after the 23d of May following. And 


„ 


is not this what one may call a palpable Con- 

tradiction? 1 1 
Let us further add a few Reflections that 
ariſe from the Circumſtances of this Fact, 
even as it is related by La Cadiere herſelf, 
which will compleatly demonſtrate the Im- 
poſſibility of the thing, and conſequently the 
Falſity of the Accuſation: And ſo we ſhall 
conclude this Head. ET 

1. La Cadiere in her Declaration before the 
Great Vicar, ſays, That what ſhe ſhewed to 
F. Girard in the Pot was a Maſs of Blood, 
and in her Complaint to the Criminal Judge, 
that it was a Lump of Fleſh ; be it ſo. Now, 
had ſhe the Courage to truſt a Pot full of ſuch 
Ingredients to a Maid, who might have taken 
Notice of it, and actually did take Notice of 


it > Had ſhe let her into the Secret? Was ſhe © _ - 


well aſſured that ſhe would keep it inviolably, 
and never ſpeak of it to any body ? But would 
ſhg truſt a Secret of that Importance, on the 
keeping of which depended her Honour, her 
Reputation, nay, her Life, to a-Servant, who 
might have been turned away the very next 
Morning? *Tis not to be believed. 

But is it a whit more credible that F. Ci- 
rard ſhould ſtand the calm Spectator of an 
Action in which he was ſo deeply concerned? 
They do not tell us that he was uneaſy, an- 
gry, in a Rage, when he ſaw the Pot given 
out of La Cadiere's Hand into her Maid's ; 

they only make him cry out, Ob, what Mad- 

_ neſs ! How! could a Prieſt, a Regular Prieſt, 
7 K | a Con- 


| | a Confeſſor, ſee ſuch a demonſtrative Proof 
i of his Crime in the Hands of a Maid, and 
1 yet be cool, and yet not fly into a Paſſion, 
| not do his utmoſt to bury that glaring Proof 
| of his Guilt in the thickeſt Shades of Dark- 
| neſs > What Meaſures had he then to keep ? 
| * all were loſt, and he utterly undone, ſhould the 
| | Pot remain in the Maid's Power, and ſhould ſhe 
| ſpeak of it! Would he not in his firſt Tranſ- 
| ports have called out Murder, ſeized on the 
guilty Pot, and conſidered afterwards how to 
diſpoſe of the pretended Contents. 

2. The Lady Abbeſs of the Convent at OJ- 
ith lioules, and the Lady De Leſcot, in their Re- 
[} J examinations fay, as the Author of the Me- 

morial informs us, that the firſt time they ever 
fiw F. Girard, he asked them if La Cadiere 
had any conſiderable Loſs of Blood, and ad- 
| | . ded, that when ſhe was at home ſhe had loſt 
1 aVbove twenty Pounds: From whence it is con- 
/ _ cluded that ſuch a Diſcharge was the Conſe- 
| quence of a Miſcarriage. TY 
| Now, allowing the Truth of this Fact, 
j which would prove the Abortion to have hap- 
| pened after her Return from Aix, eight or 
Wi ten Days before ſhe went into the Convent at 
Vi Ollioules, and not two or three Days after 


Eaſter, as her Maid affirms ; ſuppoſing, I ſay, 
g this Fact to be true, was not F. Girard a 
Lf downright Mad-man to ask ſuch a Queſtion, 
| if he knew himſelf guilty of having but the 
1 leaſt Hand in procuring her Abortion? Upon 
YN La Cadiere's Scheme, Could he poſſibly have 
| contrived to do a fillier or more indiſcreet 
thing? and on the contrary, would not this 
very Queſtion, if he had asked it, be a moſt 


natural and full Proof of his Innocence? 
3 | < But 
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But notwithſtanding the Advantage which 
F. Girard might take of this pretended Con- 
verſation with theſe - Bang he chuſes rather to 
. renounce it than the Truth, which he holds 
- infinitely dearer and more precious; and there- 
fore he expreſly denies the Fact; in which he 
ought the rather to be believed, that he has 
confeſſed things of a much more delicate 


Nature. 


In ſhort, whoever will take the Pains to re- 
collect what has been already ſaid of the Diſ- 
charge of Blood wherewith La Cadfere was re- 
gularly ſeized once a Month, and which ſhe 
cunningly made uſe of in trimming herſelf for 
the Parts ſhe intended to act, will not eaſily 
find Room for the three Months Suppreſſion 
of her Courſes, which ſhe pretends was the 
Conſequence of F. Girard's committing Inceſt 
with her; and of Force, the Crime of pro- 
curing Abortion, with which he is charged, 
muſt be a meer Chimera, and the Accuſation 
a baſe Calumny. 

For, according to La Cadiere, that Sup- 
preſſion, and her Suſpicions thereupon of her 
being with Child, muſt have fallen out about 
the Middle of the Year 1730. But, if it be 
proved that from the Month of February till 


the Month of October that very Year, ſhe never 


miſſed the uſual Manner of Women, what 
will become of her Abortion ? 
In her Journal of -Lent, on the 14th Day of 
it, which exactly coincides with the- 8th of 
March, ſhe writes: This my Sorrow for the Sins 
of Men was ſo extreme, that it confined me to my 
Bed, making me ſpit and otherways loſe a very 
conſiderable Quantity of Blood, &c. A 
K 2 In 
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being ſmeared with it regularly at every 
Month's end, to any thing but the uſual In- 
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On the 4th of April, being Good-Friday, ſhe 
had a Transfiguration, wherein her Face was 
found all beſmeared with, Blood. 

On the 8th of May, ſhe had another Tranſ- 
figuration, and was beſmeared with Blood 1 in 
the ſame manner. 

On the 11th of June ſhe wrote to F. Girard, 
that ſhe had juſt then ſpit and loſt a great Van) 
of Blood. 

On the 4th of July, being in the Convent 
at Offioules, ſhe had Ser "Transfiguration, 
and was beſmeared with Blood. 

On the 8th of Auguſt ſhe writes to F. Girard, 
It (the Phyſic) has — me ſpit a great deal of 
Blood, whwh obliges me to keep my Bed, and has 
frig btened all the Society, who, upon their Return 
from Maſs, found me covered all over with Blood. 

And in her Letter of September the gth,” ſhe 
writes to the Father, Both my Hands and my 
Feet were bloody at the ſame time, as my Lady 
Abbeſs, who was witneſs to it, firſt made me ob- 
ſerve. 

Now, ſince we have demonſtrated that the 
extraordinary Things which happened to La 
Cadiere were not owing to the Devil, but to 
her own Deceit and Wickedneſs, we cannot 
attribute her diſcharges of Blood and her 
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firmities of Women; and conſequently, there 
were no Suppreſſions, no Suſpicions of Preg- 
nancy, within the Time limited by La Cadiere, 
to make her Charge of procuring Abortion ſo 
much as probable. 

We ſhall, perhaps, be thought to have 
enlarged too o much on this Part of the Memo- 
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rial; but how could it be avoided ? When the 
Reputation of a Regular Prieſt, of a Confeſſor, 
is at Stake, when it is attacked by the moſt 
nefarious Accuſation that Calumny itſelf could 
frame againſt him, ought we to negle& any 
thing that may clear up his Innocence, and 
make it ſhine with the brighteſt Luſtre in the 
Eyes of the whole World? We flatter our- 
ſelves we have 'demonſtrated it in the fulleſt 
and ſtrongeſt Manner. 

If any further Satisfaction could be deſired, 
it would be to have his Innocence confeſſed by 
La Cadiere herſelf. And did ſhe not confeſs 
it by her Retractation of the 27th of February 
and the following Days, till the roth of March? 
What more authentic Vindication could F. 
Girard have withed ? And do not all, who are 
not animated with Reſentment, or warped by 
Prejudice, own it to have proceeded from the 
Force of Truth, upon a Conſcience haunted 
and tormented by its own Guilt? Our Adver- 
faries, ſenſible that ſuch a Retractation was a 
mortal Stab to them, have, in vain, endea- 


voured to invalidate the Force of it by the 


moſt ridiculous Fictions and vile Calumnies 
but all their Attempts have only contributed 
to diſcover more and more the Perplexity into 
which it has caſt them: La Cadiere's conti- 
nued and rational Retractation, has thrown ſo 
ſtrong a Light into their Conduct, as they will 
never be able to darken. 

How many Reflections would this Retractation 
afford us in Vindication of thoſe Actions with 
which F. Girard is now reproached ? But we 
leave them to the Judgment and Penetration 
of the Honourable Court ; and that we may 
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which we ourſelves are almoſt aſhamed, we 
haſten to the next Article. 


of Subornation of Perjury. - 


s 
dd — I OL 


Ts Part of the Charge, no leſs than 
the preceding ones, labours under very 
ſenſible Contradich ions both to Miſs Cadiere's 
Conduct, and the Reaſons which the ofters to 
ſupport it. 


ji | In the Night, between the 16th and 17th of 


November, La Cadiere thought fit to act the 
Part of one poſſeſſed with the Devil, and was 


| | exorciſed with Pomp and with Scandal. 


The Great Vicar of the Dioceſe of Toulon 
comes on the 18th to her Houle, in order to 
draw up a Verbal Proceſs of all the Facts that 

ad confuſedly come to his Ears; he is informed 
by La Cadiere's own Mouth, chat ſhe was be- 
| witched by F. Girard's breathing upon . ; 
4 that upon his Perſuaſion ſhe conſented to be 
poſſeſſed, and accordingly was poſſeſſed ; that 
F. Girard had taken Advantage of the Oppor- 
tunities when ſhe was deprived of all Senſe, to 
ſatisfy his Paſſion ; and as the alledges Facts 


of them, ſhe aſſures the Great Vicar that ſhe 


during the two Years that ſhe continued under 
F. Girard's Direction, to La Guyol, La Batarelle, 


: La Gravier, La Laugier, and ſome more of that 


Father's Penitents, who in their Turns had 
told her that they were in the ſame Way, and 


Exorciſ m, Upon 


not relapſe into the Fault of Prolixity, of 
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void of all Probability, to aſcertain the Truth 


had communicated the Condition ſhe was in - 


that ſome of them were delivered out of it by 
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Upon this the Great Vicar finding theſe 
Facts to be of too much Conſequence not to 
be cleared up judicially, communicated his 
verbal Report to the Proctor, who thereupon 
demanded an Information. 

As F. Girard was now publickly accuſed, 
could he neglect procuring an Information con- 
cerning Crimes which ſo nearly affected his 
miniſterial Capacity? Or, could he take a 
more certain Method for diſcovering thoſe 
Crimes, than to get all thoſe Perſons heard as 
Evidences, whom La Cadiere herſelf had 
named, and who by being named were now 
become neceſſary Evidences ? 

If the Proctor had ſaid or done nothing in 
the Matter, they would not have failed to 
object to us that ſuch Diſſimulation in him im- 
plied a criminal Connivance with the Perſon 


accuſed. | | 
5 If after he had made his Complaint, he had 
bo ordered ſuch Evidences to be ſummoned as 
5 knew nothing at all of the Matter, they would 
infallibly have ſaid, that inſtead of labouring 
to diſcover the Truth, he only endeavoured to 
4 ſuppreſs it. 5 
4 He applies himſelf therefore to the Diſ- 
1 charge of his Duty, and proceeds in the very 
| 4 Way that La Cadiere herſelf, had pointed out to 
: him; he ſummons the Evidences ſhe had 
named]; and as the Accuſation is laid againſt 
a Confeſſor, who, accordiug to La Cadiere, 
had abuſed his Office to ſeduce all his Penitents, 
and erect to himſelf a little Seraglio of Devo- 
tees, to uſe her own Words ; thoſe very Pe- 
nitents are ſummoned, the Verbal Proceſs, 
and the Complaint which La Cadiere * — 
efore 


ll (72) 
before the Criminal Judge, are read to them; 
| could any Proceeding be more exact and re- 
| gular? Were not theſe Evidences neceſſarily 
to be heard, in order to diſcover and clear up 
the Truth ? | Y 
The Evidences were heard on both Sides of 
| the Queſtion, as the Statute directs ; and, if, in- 
. | ſtead of proving what La Cadiere had advanced 
in her Declarations, they juſtify F. Girard's 
Conduct; if they ſhow by their Depoſitions 
| that he was not guilty either of Sorcery, or 
li £ Qujetiſm, or Spiritual Inceſt, or Procurement 
Wl of Abortion; if their Depoſitions contradict 
1 La Cadiere's Declaration; the Blame muſt be 
1 laid upon the Truth only, and not upon the 
| | Subordination or Perjury -of the Evidences. 
They were, not in the leaſt ſuſpected when La | 
Cadiere appealed to their Teſtimony for Proof 
of the Facts ſhe advanced; and why ſhould '? 
they now, when bound by the religious Obli- 'Y 
gation of a ſolemn Oath, when compelled by | 
| the Strength of Truth, they have depoſed the | 
[| 3 to what ſhe alledged. 2 
10 : In vain does La Cadiere in this Part of her 
Memorial heap Facts upon Facts, without any 
Proof, to convict us of Subornation of Per- 
jury: Not one of all thoſe Facts is true. Yes, 
we proteſt aloud in the Face of this Court and 
x | the whole World, if we may be pardoned the 
10 | Expreſſion; 'tis falſe that F. Sabatier had the 
1 laeaſt hand in raiſing this Proſecution ' tis falſe 
"hi that any Violence was ever offered to La Ca- 
diere in the Convent of the Ur/alines at Toulon, 
1 | to oblige her to withdraw her Complaint ; *tis 
falſe that ever ſhe was refuſed a Confeſſor; *tis 
| falſe that when M. Berge went out of Charity 
| | : 232 to 
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2 (73) 
to confeſs her, he was attended by F. de Saba- 
tier and two Witneſfes ; *tis falſe that the 
Chancellor of the Dioceſe and the Regiſter 
ever carried the Proceedings to the Jeſuits, 
to ſhew them the Depoſitions of the Evidences 
tis falſe that any Jeſuit ever waited at the 


Entry into the Bi op Court to diſcourſe the 
Evidences, and perſuade them to conceal the 
Truth; and. it is falſe that the Chancellor left 


out of the Depoſitions any Part of the 
weightieſt Facts. And with what Impudence 
dare they, at Random and without any man- 


ner of Proof, heap ſo many Falſhoods one 
upon another? Such Raſhneſs can begmputed 


to nothing but diſappointed, deſperate Re- 
ſentment, abandoned by the Truth. 


But, ſay they, what Struggle has not F. 


Girard made to evade the Proof which re- 
ſulted from the A and from the 
Depoſition of the Maid of the Convent at 

llioules? Did not Siſter de Cogolin lend a help- 
ing hand to engage the Lady de Beayſjier the 
younger to ſuborn certain Evidences, in order 
to bring the Maid's Character into Suſpicion, 
and thereby occaſion the Veracity of her De- 
poſition to be queſtioned? 

This Objection will vaniſh as ſoon as the 
real Truth of the Matter is known. Siſter De 
Cogolin being firmly perſuaded that the Accu- 


ſation formed againſt F. Girard was an Im- 


poſture ; and ſome of the Facts which prove 
the Falſhood of what was depoſed by the Maid 
of the Convent falling within her own Know- 
ledge, ſhe conſults the Lady De Beauſſier about 
the proper Means for diſcovering the Truth; 


we find in her Letter neither Threats, nor 
L Promiſes, 
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Promiſes, nor Authority employed to induce 
any Perſon whatſoever to give Teſtimony even 
in Favour of the Truth. $o that it could be 
no Deſign either of corrupting the Evidence, 
or Subornation of Perjury, but pure Zeal that 
engaged her to write familiarly to her Friend 
to do what the Truth required of her. 

To be convinced of this, one need bur read 
the Letter; 'tis no more than an Anſwer, as 
the Letter itſelf expreſly ſays, to a third Perſon, 
who, if you pleaſe, intereſts herſelf in what con- 
cerns F. Girard; but neither Siſter Beauſſier, nor 
the Lady De Cogolin herein act a Part that can 
juſtly be ſuſpected in the leaſt of Subornation. 

The Lady De Beauſſier had written to the 
Lady De Cogolin her Friend, with whom ſhe | 
had long kept up a Correſpondence, that the MY 


Maid who had depoſed againſt the F. Rector 
was a Woman of bad Morals ; that they had | 
very ſtrong Proofs of this, and that ſeveral 
Witneſſes, who had already depoſed, and ſome 
-others that had not yet been ſummoned, 
would be able to atteſt it ; ſhe added, that the 
ſame Witneſſes had heard the Maid ſay, that 
La Cadiere was a Saint, and wrought Miracles; 
that they were well aſſured of her particular | 
Intimacy with the Family of Cadiere, and had, 
. moreover, found out, that ſhe was promiſed a 
Penſion if ſhe would depoſe. In theſe Cir- 
cumitances the Lady De Crgolin being urged 
by her Friend, anſwers directly; As to the 
Maids bad Mor Is, we muſt not pretend to be 
particular; for that would be commencing a new 
Proſecution ; *twill be ſufficient to ſummon Mrs. 
Camelin /e hu ger, M. Portalis, Miſs Vialis, 
aud fome others of your Houſe, who have not 

yet 
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Jet depoſed. Theſe are the Witneſſes men- 


tioned by the Lady De Beauſſier in her Letter. 


Hitherto there is certainly nothing from whence 


Subornation can be any ways inferred ; 'twas 
natural for two Perſons, ſo thoroughly con- 
vinced, as they were, of F. Girard's Innocence, 
to write in this manner to one another, and 
tell their Thoughts of an Affair that was car- 

ing on before their Eyes, and become very 
much the Subject of Converſation, eſpecially 
as the Maid's Depoſition was publickly known 
at Toulon, nay, as far as Aix, by the Pains 


vhich the Cadieres took to ſpread the Scandal. 


The Lady De Cogolin proceeds; Tou need be 


in no Pain about yourſelf, you ſhall not be en- 


gaged in any Thing, or for any Thing that may 


give or procure you the leaſt Trouble. Which 


thews, that the Lady De Beauſſier, knowing how 
warm the Abbeſs, the Miſtreſs of the Novices, 
and ſome others were in the Cauſe of the 
Cadieres, was afraid leſt they ſhould know that 
ſhe meddled in diſcovering the Truth, and 
the Rector's Innocence; we are not always 
willing, when we give any Hints concerning 


Matters of Importance, that they ſhould be 
: known to come from us: She afterwards gives 


her ſome Account of the Trial, and tells her, 
that to invalidate the Maid's Evidence, it will 
be ſufficient if the Perſon, whom the Lady 
De Beauſſier had mentioned to her, atteſt 
not a Falſhood, but what they know to be 
true. 5 | 
Nou, is not this an excellent Proof of Sub- 
ornation, that two Perions, whoily uncon- 
cerned in F. Girard's Affair, did, without his 
Knowledge, privately converſe together about 
. - what 


4 
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what might contribute to his Juſtification ? 
We ſay, without his Knowledge, becaule F. 
Girard, who ſcrupulouſly ſticks to the Truth, 
and tells it exactly upon all Occaſions, proteſts 
that he knew nothing of this Letter and tho 
tne Lady De Cogolin makes his Compliment 


to her Friend, ſhe does it, as it often hap- 


. pens, without Commiſſion. It is likewiſe con- 
trary to Truth, and well known to be ſo by 


the whole Convent of Urſuline Nuns, as well 
as the City of Toulon, that ever the Lady De 
Coglin owned, much leſs declared upon mak- 
ing Proof of the Letters being genuine, that 
F. Girard, and the Lady De Guerin, her Su- 
perior, made her write it, as is impudently 
aſſerted. What they further add, of a Tragi- 
comical Farce that was acted in the Monaſtery 
of the Crſulines at Toulon, on occaſion of the 
Lady De Cogolin's Confeſſion, is cqually baſe 
and falſe ; they muſt be but little acquainted 
with the Piety, Politeneſs, and Education of 
the Ladies of that Convent, who can impute 
to them ſuch a Piece of Conduct. 

But if the Depoſitions of the Ladies De 


| Beauſſier, De,Camelin, and others, have at all 


contributed to P. Girard's Vindication, which 
we do not yet know, that is to be imputed 

no means to the Influence of the Lady De 
Cogolin's Letter; for it is certain, that Siſter 
Beauſſier never received it, becauſe the Abbeſs 
intercepted it, and delivered it. to La Cadiere 


ſo that their Evidence, if it be favourable, is 


owing entirely to the Force of Truth. Beſides, 
what occaſion we 3 to fly to ſuch Shifts for 
F. Girard's Vindication 2 Does not his Inno- 

| cence 
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cence ſufficiently appear thro' this whole Me- 
morial ? Fs 
The Endeavours uſed to invalidate the Evi- 
dence of F. Aubany, Guardian of the Convent 
of Obſervantins at Ollioules, are to no Pur- 
poſe ; as if the Weakneſs of our Cauſe abſo- 
jutely required ſuch a Support. However, that 
we may do Juſtice to the Truth, and vindicate 
the Character of that Regular, which is ſo 
undeſervedly abuſed in La Cadiere's Memorial, 
it is proper we ſhould here inform the Public, 
that by the Inſtigation of the Maid Materonne 
backed by ſome Nuns, who are implicitly go-_; 
verned by her, this Father was actually ac- 
cuſed, not of raviſhing a Girl of thirteen Years 
old, as the Memorial aſſerts, but of ufing ſome 
indecent Freedoms with the Girl, who was no 
better than a common Servant to a little pitiful 
Tradeſman at Toulon; but the Fraud and Ca- 
lumny of this Charge was afterwards diſco- 
vered, and confeſſed by the Gir! herſelf, fo 
that the Father was publickly acquitted by an 
Inſtrument paſſed before a Notary at Toulon 
the gth of Auguſt 1730, above two Months 
before La Cadiere made her Complaint. . 
Further, how is the Charge of Subornation 
of Perjury to be reconciled with whar is 0 
induſtriouſly given out upon all Occaſions, that 
the Proceedings contain a full Proof of the 
Crimes imputed to E. Girard? The only 
Thing aimed at by ſuborning of Witneſſes, 
upon La Cadiere's own Suppoſition, was to in- 
validate the Maid Materonne's Depoſition ; and 
yet that very Depoſition, which they have 
taken care to give us at length, how faith- 


fully we know nor, is abſplutely inconſiſtent 
- and 
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it can be proved by the Proceedings, that in_ 
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and cannot be defended, as has been clearly 

ſhown, and tho' it ſhould be admitted in its fall 

Force, would prove none of the Crimes charged || 
upon F. Girard. 

What Benefit do they propoſe by quoting. 
Inſtances out of Books that have loſt all Cre- 
dit long enough ago? they ought to confine 
themſelves to the particular Merits of the Cauſe, 
and not run out, as they do, into abuſive Re- 
flections againſt the Feſuits, nor repeat odious 
Facts that have ſo 2— been proved falſe, and 
ſerve no End but to diſcover more and more 
the Paſſion and Malice wherewith F. Girard's 


Accuſers are animated. 


If F. Girard's Vindication needed to be ſet 
in a ſtronger Light, and it were neceſſary for 
his Defence to turn their own Weapons againſt 
them, with what Eaſe, and with how much 
more Juſtice might not we convict La Cadiere 
herſelf of Subornation ? 

The Evidences called by her have not been 
able to advance any Facts but ſuch as they 
knew to be falſe; this we have already proved 

upon the three fimous Witneſſes who play ſo 
conſiderable a Part in this Indictment ; we 
mean La Cadiere's own Maid, and the two 


Servants of St. Clare's at dee beve. 


proved it upon the Lady Guerin, Nun of the 
ſame Convent; and we can prove it as ſtrongly 
upon ſeveral others, by appealing only to their 
own Depoſitions as they ſtand in La Cadicre's 
Memorial. 

Mary Hermitte ſays, That ſhe ſaw the Blood 
running down from La Cadiere's Head and Fore- 
head, and ber Hands dropping Blood : Whillt 


all 
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all the Scenes of 'Transfiguration which La 
Cadiere acted, the Blood was conſtantly ob- 
. ſerved to be dry and fixed; and the ſame 
Thing is affirmed by the Lady De Leſcot even 
in the Memorial. | 

The ſame Hermitte aſſerts, that F. Girard, 
when in the Convent at Ollioules, ſhut himſelf 
uþ in La Cadiere's Chamber, from Nine in the 
Morning till Four or Five at Night : Which is 
contradicted by all the other Witneſſes cited 
even in La Cadiere's Memorial. 

One Dalmaſſe, a poor Beggar-woman, who 
makes a hard Shift to get her Bread by trudg- 
ing between Ollioules and Toulon, depoſes 

Things utterly falſe; we cannot produce her 
own Expreſſions, becauſe Care was taken that 
they ſhould not be inſerted in La Cadiere's De- 
fence; but this Honourable Court will, no 
doubt, take Notice of them, a0 wel as the two 
Evidences, whoſe Names we cannot recollect, 
that confidently aſſerted that F. Girard went 
thrice a Week to Ollioules; thoꝰ it ſhould ap- 
pear from the Proceedings to be certain and 
unqueſtionable Matter of Fact, that he never 
went thither above once a Week, and moſt 
commonly but once a Fortnight, What can 
one think of thoſe Evidences who having ſeen 
Marian Laugier in her Fits of Convulſion, and 
knowing very well that from her Infancy ſhe 
was ſubject to ſuch hyſterical Diſorders, depoſe 
as if thoſe Fits had been the Effect of her being 
poſſeſſed by the Devil, and in Proof of that 
Opinion relate what ſhe ſaid in a raving Deli- 
rium, her heated Imagination bringing to her 
Mind what ſhe had heard her Friend La Ca- 
diere ſay, when ſhe pretended to be poſſeſſed 
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by the Devil in the Months of December and 
Fanuary. | Ne] 
The Lady De Leſcot in her Re-examination 
relates the ridiculous Story of F. Girard's giv- 
ing La Cadiere the Sacrament on the gth of 
Fuly, when he was at Toulon and ſhe at Oll;j- 
oules, and ſays the Lady De Beauſſier told her 
that F. Girard owned it; the Lady Guerin 
alſo ſays, that ſhe heard the Lady De Beau/- 
fier ſay fo ; and yet the Lady herſelf ſays not 
a Word of it, neither in her Depoſition, nor 
her Re- examination, for to be ſure if the 
had, we ſhould have heard of it in the Me- 
morial. | 2 
What Faith can be given to People who 
ſwear they ſaw the Marks of the Devil's Claws 
upon La Cadiere's Body ? Is not ſuch an Evi- 
dence a very ſtrong Argument either of great 
Weakneſs or great Malice in the Perſon who 
gave it? wo 5 15 
It is further obſervable that theſe Nuns 
reſerved all the moſt ſingular Facts and ſuch as 
bear hardeſt upon F. Girard to their Re-exa- 
mination. Did not they know them at the 
Time of their Depoſitions? How comes it 
that they did not then ſay one half of what 
they now pretend to know? Will they ſay 
with the Author of the Memorial, that the 
Official prevaricated in drawing up their Evi- 
dence ? But would the Criminal Judge-have 
ſuffered ſuch a Thing? Why then was the Of- 
ficial fo exact as to order the Depoſitions of 
the two Matercnnes and La Cadiere's Maid to 
be taken down at length, which, if they were 
true, would make a much deeper Impreſſion 


than what theſe Nuns tell us? Add; that if 
; | what 
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(51) 
what theſe Nyns ſay in their Re-examinations 
be well conſidered, they will be found to con- 
tradict themſelves, and to advance Things in- 
conſiſtent with the Good they ſaid and the 
Character they gave of F. Girard in their De- 
oſitions; as may be ſeen particularly in the 
1 — of the Lady Leſcot and the 
Lady Abbeſa. | 
To underſtand throughly what hasyuſt now 
been ſaid, it is neceſſary to know that when 
La Cadiere had been confronted with above 
forty Witneſſes at Toulon, and had by that 
Means learned what ſhe and her two Brothers 
were charged with by the Evidence, her Bro- 
thers and F. Nicolas uſed their utmoſt Efforts 
to.ward off the Blow that threatened them ; 
and as all the Witneſſes had been re-examined, 
except thoſe of Ollioules, they had no other 
Expedient left but to gain them, at any rate, 
to add at their Re- examination, right or 
vurong, whatever might hurt F. Girard's Cauſe 
and favour their own. | 
To be convinced that this is true, one need 
only obſerve the following Particular, which 
ſhould appear from the Proceedings. La Cadiere 
perceived by her Letters which F. Girard had 
delivered in to the Commiſſioners, in her Bro- 
thers writing, that it would be concluded they 
had compoſed them for her, as well as the 
Memoirs of Lent. What ſhould they do in 
this Extremity? They could think of nothing 
more plauſible than to get the Nuns of Mate- 
ronne's Party to add at their Re-examination, 
that they had ſeen La-Cadiere dictate the Let- 
ters and the Memoirs of Lent to F. Cadiere, a 
Circumſtance which they had omitted in their 
M Depo- 
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Depoſitioni, and which is utterly falſe ; for | 


u ere they preſent while the Cadieres were writ- 


ing? And if they were, how did they know 
th y were imployed about theſe Letters and 


the Memoirs, that they ſhould affirm it upon 


Oath? ' 
We conclude, that if it were neceſſary for 


F. Girard to prove his Adverſaries guilty of 
Subornation of Perjury, he could produce in- 
finitely ſtronger Proofs againſt them than thoſe 


they have alledged againſt him 5 
„ 
1 | : 
The End of the Scoop PART. 


